2004

‘ ‘tgrf;, - GUNEY ASYA STRATEJiIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZi

GASAM

Giiney Asya Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi (GASAM) ve Tiirk Isbirligi ve

Koordinasyon Ajans1 Baskanhgi (TIKA) Isbirliginde Gergeklestirilen
“NATO Sonrasi Afganistan” Sempozyumu
1. Oturum Sunumlari
6-7 May1s 2015

Istanbul-Tiirkiye

“Afghanistan After NATO” Symposium Organized By South Asia Strategic
Research Center (GASAM) and Turkish Cooperation and Coordination

Agency (TIKA)
2" Session Presentations
6"-7"" May 2015

Istanbul-Turkey

Merkez Mah. Ciftecevizler Cd. Inanca Is Merkezi 9/3 Sisli — Istanbul-Tiirkiye
Tel: 0212-343 7777 Fax: 234 0971
WwWw.gasam.org.tr e-mail: info@gasam.org.tr




2004

‘ ‘tg%, GUNEY ASYA STRATEJiIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZi

GASAM

NATO Sonras1 Afganistan’a Tiirkiye’nin Katkisi
Aslan BALCI - GASAM Yénetim Kurulu Uyesi
Gazeteci-Yazar

Ulkesi: Tiirkiye

Dost ve kardes Afganistan’in savas yiikiini atip yeniden dirilmesi i¢in Tiirkiye halki ve devleti
elinden gelen yardimi yapmaya hazir oldugunu bildirmem gerekir. Ulkemizin iiziin yillardan beri
edindigi tecriibe ile Afganistan’in yeniden ayaga kalkmasi ve kendi kaynaklarini kullanmasi i¢in

devlet birimlerinin yaninda STK’larin da bu ise goniillii olmasi son derece sevindiricidir.

Stratejik konuma sahip olan Afganistan’1 tarih boyunca herkes isgal etmek istemistir ama tam
anlamiyla bu tilkeye ve halkina kimse diz ¢oktiiremedi. ABD ve SSCB gibi iki siiper giicten once,
yine zamanin siiper giicii olan Ingiltere 1839- 1842 yilinda Afganistan’1 isgal etmeye kalkist1.
Ancak Ingiltere biiyiik hata yaptigin1 Kabil’den Celalabad kentine cekilirken yoldaki hezimetinde

anladi. Koca ordudan geriye sadece 1 kisi kurtulmustu.

Ingiliz emperyalist gii¢lerinden sonra 1979 yilinda SSCB’nin isgaline ugrayan Afganistan 2001

yilinda ABD’nin 6nciiliigiinde NATO miidahalesine maruz kalmistir.

Bolgede daha fazla kalamayacagin1 anlayan NATO giicleri birer birer giliclerini geri ¢ekmeye
baslayicinca ABD’de 2014 yili sonunda 13 yillik miidahaleyi sonlandiracak sekilde askerlerini
geri ¢ekti.

Isgal veya askeri miidahale iilkeye oldugundan daha fazla sorun getirmistir. Halkin can ve mal
giivenliginin yaninda teror, afyon ekimi ve kullaniminda biiytlik bir ivme kazandirmistir. Radikal
teror gruplart Afgan halkini ve toplumunu hedef alarak hayati daha da yasanmaz hale getirdi.
Ulkede giivenlik boslugu olustu.

Komsu iilkelerden Pakistan bu olumsuz gelismelerden en ¢ok etkilenen iilke oldu. Afganistan’in

giivenligi aslinda Pakistan’in giivenligi anlamina gelmektedir.
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SSCB’nin Afganistan’: isgal etme seriiveni

SSCB isgaline kars1 Afgan halki zor olan1 basardi. Yeri geldiginde kiirek ve kazmalarla bazen de
av tiifekleriyle Ruslara kars1 operasyon yapip Kizil ordudan alinan ganimet silahlariyla cihadi
devam ettirdiler. Giigsiiz gibi goziiken Afgan halki esarete boyun egmedi. iImanindan aldig giicle
diinyanin 2. Siiper giicline karsi direndi ve kazandi. Ben, Afgan halkimi istiklaline ve

bagimsizligia diiskiin olmastyla tanirim.

Pakistanlt kardeglerimiz evini ve gonliinii Afganistan’dan gelen muhacirlere agti. Kendi
ekonomisi zaten kotii olan Pakistan halki ve devleti maddi ¢ikara bakmadan darda olan ve iilkesi
isgal edilmis olan kardeslerine kapisini agmasi takdire sayanadir. Milyonlarca Afganli miilteci

olarak Pakistan’a geldi.

Eger Pakistan’in destegi ve yardimi olmasaydi SSCB’nin durumu ve Afganistan’in siyasi yapisi
belki de ¢cok daha baska olacakti. Allah’in inayeti Liitfii ve Pakistan’in yardimiyla Afgan halki
biiyiik bir destan yazdi. Afganistan kahramanlarinin Sovyetlere kars1 verdigi yigitce miicadele
anlatilirken Pakistan halkinin ve devletinin gayreti ve destegi de birlikte anilacaktir. Ekmegini,
suyunu ve topragmi komsusu ile paylasan dost ve kardes Pakistan’in yaptigi iyilikler asla

unutulmayacaktir.

24 Aralik 1979 yilinda zamanin lideri Leonid Brejnev’in talimatiyla tilkeye giren ordu 15 Subat
1989 yilinda 14 bin 453 6lii birakarak Mihail Gorbagov’un emriyle Afganistan’dan geri ¢ekilmek
zorunda kald1. Yenildigini kabul etti. SSCB ¢ekilirken yonetimi Necibullah’a birakti.

Miicahitler Ruslar1 yenerek yonetimi ele aldi

17 Nisan 1992 yilinda Kabul tamamen miicahitlerin eline gegince iilkede bir devrin kapanis1 ve
yeni bir devrin agilis1 basladi. Miicahit gruplar kendi aralarinda yaptiklar1 istisare sonucunda

iilkenin yonetimi gecici olarak 6 ayligina Prof. Sibgatullah Miiceddidi’ye verdi.

Ulkede kurulan “Ehli Hal Velakd” konseyi kendi aralarinda yaptiklari istisare ve goriismelerde
tilkenin ilk cumhurbaskani olarak Prof. Burhaneddin Rabbani’nin olmasimi onayladi. 6. ayin

sonunda Kabul ’de devir teslim toreni yapildi.
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Bende gazeteci olarak bu devir teslimde bulundum. Halkin sevincine ve mutluluguna sahit
oldum. Bati’da alisik olmadigimiz degisik yontem ve dini merasimle Cuma namazindan sonra
devlet baskanhig gorevi Miiceddidi’den Rabbaniye gecmis oldu. Herkes mutluydu. Imanin,

azmin ve miicadelenin getirdigi zafer coskusuna sahit oldugum i¢in kendimi sansl hissediyorum.

Her ne kadar miicahit gruplar cumhurbaskanligini ve iilkeyi ele gecirmis olsalar da kendi
aralarindaki sorunlar nedeniyle iilkede istenilen ve beklenen huzur ve refah maalesef gelemedi. ¢

catisma basladi.

Kandahar’da bulunan meshur Diyobend medreselerine bagli medrese hocalarindan Molla
Muhammed Omer etrafinda bulunan &grencilerden olusan daha sonra “Taliban” olarak
adlandirilan geng 6grenciler kisa zaman i¢inde tam teghizatli bir sekilde tiim iilkenin yonetimini

ele gecirdi.
Taliban donemi

Kabul "un Taliban orgiitii tarafindan alinmasi ancak 1996 yilinda gergeklesti. Bagkenti ele geciren
Taliban Islam devleti kurdugunu ilan eden Molla Omer kendini de “Halifet’iil Miislimin ( Islam

Halifesi) olarak ilan etti.

Afganistan halkinin bilgisi ve miidahalesi disinda bir ara Afganistan’da yasayan yabanci uyruklu
kigilerin Afrika iilkelerindeki Kenya ve Tanzanya’da bulunan ABD elciliklerine silahli baskin
yaptl. Daha sonra Bill Clinton baskanligindaki ABD yo6netimi bu saldirilarin Afganistan’da
bulunan Usame Bin Ladin ve ona bagl kisilerin yaptigin1 acikladi. Afgan halki ge¢im ve yasam
miicadelesi verirken birgogunun haritan yerini dahi gésteremeyecek olan iilkelere bombali saldir

yapmakla suclanmalari saskinlik meydana getirdi.

Saldirilardan sorumlu tutulan Usame Bin Ladin’in teslim edilmesi istendi. Molla Omer
liderligindeki Taliban yonetimi bunu kabul etmedi. Goriismeler basladi. Goriigmelerin neticesi
beklenmeden 1998 yilinda ABD savas ugaklar1 Afganistan’t bombalamasiyla gelimlerin seyrini

degistirdi. Belki de ABD bunu istiyordu.

Daha sonra ABD’deki meshur ikiz kulelere 11 Eyliil 2001 tarihinde gerceklesen terdr eyleminden

yine Taliban baglantili El-Kaide ter6r orglitiiniin sorumlu oldugu ilan edildi. Hala tam olarak bu
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teror olaymin nasil oldugu agiklanamadi. Afgan halkinin ABD ile ne alip veremedigi olabilir?

Halk sadece yasamak ve savasi unutmak istiyordu.

Ama bu yapilanlarin hepsi Afganli kardeslerimizin hanesine yazildi. Sugsuz ve masum Afganl
kardeslerimiz SSCB isgalinden sonra ABD’nin 7 Ekim 2001 tarihindeki isgaline maruz kaldi.
Isgal emrini ABD baskan1 sifatiyla “cilgin” olarak anilan George W. Bush verdi. Daha sonra
NATO semsiyesi altindaki 57 iilkeden olusan Koalisyon giiclerinin dnciiligiindeki isgal 13 yil
sirdii. NATO’ya bagl olarak ISAF uluslararast Giivenlik ve Destek Giicii komutanliginda
Taliban ve El-Kaide 6rgiitii ile miicadelenin esas basin1 ABD askerleri ¢ekti ama “bir arpa boyu”

yol alinmadi.
ABD ve NATO miidahalesi

ABD’deki derin devletin i¢cinde oldugu tahmin edilen ikiz kulelere yapilan terdr saldirisindan
sadece ABD halki degil tiim diinya dehsete kapildi. Ortada bir terdr eylemi ve dlen binlerce
insan var ama suglanan Afganistan olunca bu isin iginde bir bit yenigi oldugu agik¢a ortaya
¢ikmis oldu. Hedef aslinda New York’un ikiz kuleleri degil, asil hedef Afganistan ve Islam inanci
oldugu kisa zaman sonra ortaya ¢ikmis oldu. Uluslararas: terdr ile miicadele Islam’la ve

Miisliimanlarla miicadeleye doniistii.

ABD aslinda Afganistan’1 iggal ederek Orta Asya iilkelerini kendi niifus alanina ¢ekerken Cin’i
ve elinde atom bombas1 olan Pakistan’1 daha rahat kontrol edecek konuma gelecekti. Boylece
hem Rusya’nin hem de Cin’in giiney Asya ve bu yolla Ortadogu iilkelerine hakimiyet kurmalarini

frenlemis olacakti.

Orta Dogu, Hazar havzasi ve Tiirki Cumhuriyetlerin elinde bulunan enerji nakil hatlarini elde
tutmak, Rusya, Cin ve Iran gibi rakip gdziiken iilkelerle ¢ikar temelinde uzlasarak kendi eksenine
ve Batili degerlere hizmet eder hale getirmek i¢in Afganistan kurban secildi. Bunun iginde

“Radikal Islam” ve terdr tehdidi en dnemli bir argiiman ve bahane olarak kullanildi.

Her iki siiper gii¢ Afganistan’da biiyiik tahribatlar yapti. Kor ve topal olarak iilkeyi terk etmek
zorunda kaldi. Demokrasi getirecegim vaadiyle gelen 57 iilkeden Koalisyon {iyesi giicler iilkeye

kaos, icki, fuhus, nefret, vahsi kapitalizm, kan ve gdz yasindan baska bir sey getirmemis oldu.
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ABD ve koalisyon askerleri halka karsi hep diismanca tavir sergiledi. Halkin inanci ve
gelenekleriyle alay etti. Askerlerin Kur’an-i Kerim yakmalar1 ve camilere ayakkabilarla girmeleri
sivil ve silahsiz insanlarin evlerine girerek onlarca masum kadin ve ¢ocuklarmin 6liimiine neden
oldular. Bunca kaos, dagilan ve pargalanan aileler, 6lenler, yetim ve dul kalan kadinlarla iilkenin

olmayan alt ve iist yapisinin tamamen kullanilmaz hale gelmesi bir basart midir?
NATO cekildi iilkedeki istikrar1 kim saglayacak?

NATO iilke ’den ¢ekilirken gorevini “Kararli Destek” misyonuna devretti. Bu kapsamda iilkede
hala yabanci asker bulunmaktadir. Bunlarin bir kismi Afgan askerlerine egitim, bir kismi

danisman, bir kismi anti teror timi olarak terdrle miicadele i¢in iilkede kaldig1 agiklandi.

Batili iilkeler kagislarini bir sekilde teamiillere dayandirarak iilkeyi terk ettiler. Ancak Tiirk
askerleri hala Afganistan’da dost kuvvet olarak bulunmaktadir. Ciinkii Mehmetcik orada savasci
degil lojistik ve imar destegi vermek i¢in bulunuyor. Halk tarafindan sevilen Tiirk askerleri
Afgan halkinin begenmeyecegi, onlarin 6rf ve adetlerine kars1 hi¢bir kotii muamelede bulunmadi.
Onun i¢in halk Tiirk askerini bagrina basti. Isgal askeri degil dost ve kardes bir {ilkenin askeri

olarak kabul etti.

Simdi Afganistan kendi ayaklar1 lizerinde durmaya ¢aligmaktadir. Bu gecis doneminde bizler de
Afganistan devletinin ve halkinin yaninda durmak ¢ikar gozetmeden onlara destek olmak
arzusundayiz. Yolsuzluk, riisvet, adam kayirmaya karsi, Seffaf ve sorgulanabilir bir hiikiimet

biitcesinin yaninda adil bir yonetimin kurulmasi i¢in miicadele katki saglamak istiyoruz.

Afganistan biitgesinin yiizde 90 civarindaki kaynagi disardan, uluslararasi yardimlardan temin
edilmektedir. Siire¢ bu sekilde devam edemez oldugu bilinmelidir. Ulke kendi kaynaklarini
kullanarak kendi milli biitgesini yapmalidir. Ulkemiz ’deki deneyimli politikaci ve biirokratlarin

yardimiyla denk biitge yapilabilir.

Savas yorgunu olan Afganistan’in artik ayaga kalkma zamani geldigine inaniyorum. Dig
yardimlarin belli bir miiddet daha devam etmesini ancak bu arada kendi kendine yetecek atilimlar

atmalidir. Ulkenin zenginleri gerek yurt iginde ve gerekse yurt disinda bulunan biitiin Afganlilart
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iilkelerine yatirim yapmaya, Sadece Afganlilar degil bizim gibi Afganistan’1 karsiliksiz seven is

adamlarin1 da bu tilkeye yatirim yapmaya davet ediyorum.

Ulkede sanayii olmadan, fabrikalarin bacalar tiitmeden, esnaf, is¢i ve memur smifi olmadan bir
iilkenin kalkinmasi imkansizdir. Orta sinif esnaf tabakasi ekonominin olmazsa olmazidir. Ulkede
ziraat, hayvancilik, tarim ve hizmet sektoriinii gelistirmek gerekir. Buralardan gelecek olan

vergilerle iilkenin milli biitgesi yapilmalidir.

Devlet elindeki maden ve yiiksek gelirli metalar1 yerli ve yabanci firmalara belli siirelerle kiraya
vererek devletin isleyisi icin gerekli olan kaynagi elde etmenin yollarint aramalidir. Yolsuzlugu
bulasmadan 6zellestirme yapabilir. Bu konuda Tiirkiye’nin tecriibesinden yararlanma yoluna
gidilebilir.

Ulkenin kalkinmast igin insaat sektériiniin son derece canli olmasi gerekir. Biiyiik projeler “yap,
islet, devret” mantigiyla yapilabilir. Ama bunlarin olmasi i¢in mutlaka {ilkede can ve mal
giivenligi olmalidir. Giivenligin olmadig1 higbir yere sermaye gitmez. O zaman tiim kazanglar
yastik altina girer. Bu da iilke igin biiyiik bir kayiptir. Ulkemizdeki biiyiik firmalar bu tiir projeler

icin miizakereye cagrilabilir.

IMF (Uluslararas1 Para Fonu) ve Diinya Bankas: gibi kuruslar iilkeye yiiksek faizle bor¢ vermek
icin elinden geleni yapacaktir. Bu tuzaga diismemek lazim. Alinacak borg iilkenin geleceginin
ipotek altina alindig1 manasina gelir. Afganistan kendi Milli Merkez Bankasini bagimsiz hale
getirip piyasalar1 yakindan takip etmek icin yetismis elemanlar1 biinyesine toplamasi gerekir.

Tiirkiye bu konuda son derece bilgi ve beceriye sahiptir. Mutlaka degerlendirilmelidir.

Pakistan gibi bir devletin yan1 basinda olmas1 Afganistan agisindan her zaman biiylik bir sans
olduguna inaniyorum. Insaat ve diger ham maddeler Pakistan’dan temin edilerek hem Pakistan

ekonomisine hem de Afganistan’in gelismesine katki saglayacaktir.

Ancak burada dikkat edilmesi en 6nemli bir husus Afganistan kendi ayaklari iizerinde durmaya
bagladigi andan itibaren yerli ve yabanci diigman unsurlar sahneye ¢ikacagindan emin

olabilirsiniz. Iste bu noktada tiim Afganli ve Pakistanli kardeslerimizin dikkatli olmasi gerekiyor.
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Her iki kardes iilke arasinda olusturulmaya ¢alisilan husumet ve diigmanliklar kasinarak tekrar
giin yiiziine ¢ikarilabilir. Ozellikle mezhep ve ik ayriliklari giindeme getirilir. Bu bélgeler
milliyetlerin ve irklarm karigtig tabiri caiz ise “et ile tirnak gibi” oldugu bir gercektir. Islam dini
tiim ayriliklarin bir kenara itilmesini ve kardes olmamizi1 emrediyor. Etnik ve mezhep temelinde
olacak olan savaslardan simdiye kadar kazanan taraf olmamistir. Sadece silah satan kapitalistler

kazanir.

Ulkede iiretim olunca tiiketim de olacak. Belli miiddet sonra iiretilen iiriinler gevre iilkelere cok
rahat bir sekilde ihracat yapilabilir. Bunun i¢in yeni yollar ve ulasim aglar1 yapilacaktir. Daglar

delinecek, tiineller acilacak Afganli artik her istedigi yere rahatga gidebilecek.
Afganistan — Pakistan dostlugu zedelenmemeli

2001 yilindan sonra Afganistan — Pakistan iliskilerinde ciddi bir kirilma oldugunu goériiyoruz.
Inanmn bu olumsuz durum biz dostlarmnizi iiziiyor. Her iki taraf da birbirlerini ¢esitli konularda
sucladilar. Afganistan tarafi Pakistan’t Taliban’a destek vermekle, Pakistan da Afganistan’1
Hindistan’la istihbarat konularinda kendisine karsi isbirligi yapmakla sugladi. Bunlar ciddi
ithamlar. Dogru olma ihtimali kadar olmamasi da miimkiindiir. Belki de arada laf tasiyan

devletlerin ve emin sifatini tagimayanlarin bir maharetidir.

Afganistan’in lireten ve tiiketen bir lilke olmasi en ¢ok Pakistan’a yarayacaktir. Hem mal satacak
hem de iiriin satin alacaktir. Her iki lilke emin adimlarla ileriye birlikte adim atabilirler. Ciinkii bu
iki iilkenin oldukgca fazla ortak noktas1 bulunmaktadir. Inanm bu birlikteligi kiskanan ve bozmak

isteyen baz1 komsu {ilkeler olabilecegi gibi dis giiclerde bu dostlugu istemez.

Bugiin Afganistan’in kardeslerine ihtiyaci vardir. Pakistan ve Tiirkiye kardes Afganistan’in
yaninda durmalidir. iliski hicbir zaman kesilmemelidir. D1s diinyadan kopan bir Afganistan da
tekrar radikal unsurlarin yesermesine neden olabilir. Afganistan’in radikal, vuran- kiran, yikan,
talan eden ve masum insanlarin Slmesine vesile olan kisi ve gruplara degil, iilkeyi ayaga
kaldiracak, fabrikalarin bacasini tutturacak, carsi ve pazarda her tiirli malinin bulunmasin

saglayacak vatanseverlere ihtiyaci vardir.
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Bolgenin artik barisa ve huzura ihtiyaci vardir. Cocuklar yetim kalmasin. Kadinlar dul ve insanlar
sakat kalmasin. Toplum fakirlige mahkiim olmasin. Allah talanin vermis oldugu bunca tiirli

nimetin kiymetini bilerek bolge halkinin istifadesine agalim.

Biz GASAM olarak bdlgenin kalkinmasi i¢in elimizden geleni yapacagiz. Bunu yaparken hicbir
maddi ve emperyalist amacimiz olmadigini 1srarla belirtmeliyim. Islam’1n bize 6grettigi kardeslik
ve tarihi baglarimiz nedeniyle yapmay1 kendimize bir bor¢ edindik. Gayemiz bdlge insanina balik

dagitmak degil, balig1 nasil tutacagini 6gretmektir.

Tiirkiye’nin tecriibe ve belli dl¢lideki galibiyetini Afganistan ve Pakistan gibi dost ve kardes
iilkelere aktarmak icin bir koprii vazifesi gormek istiyoruz. Sehir ve kirsal kesimdeki insanlarin
kendi degerinden kopmadan, oldugu yerde kendi kaynaklarini kullanarak ayaklari iizerinde

kalmasini saglamak i¢in fikir alig verisinde bulunmak istiyoruz.

Oniimiizde Tiirkiye, Giiney Kore, Almanya ve Japonya Ornekleri bulunmaktadir. Bu iilkeler
yeniden diinyay1 kesfetmediler. Belli bir metot izleyerek disiplinli ama kararli ve ulusca el ele
vererek zorluklarin iistesinden geldi. Afganistan’a Allah tela bolca nimetini verdi. Neden bu

nimetler1 yerli halk degil de emperyalistler kullansin?

Bunun olmasi i¢in birlik ve beraberligin saglanmasi, teroriin adinin dahi anilmadigi, huzur ve
barisin hakim olmasi1 gerekir. Yoksa dis yardimlara muhtag, fakirligin, yoklugun, hastaligin,
sagliksi1z ortamlarin oldugu bir lilke konumdan ¢ikamaz. Bazi yazarlar ve devletler Afganistan’da
birlik ve beraberligin saglanmasinin ¢ok zor oldugunu devamli olarak empoze ediyor. Ben bu

fikre kesinlikle katilmiyorum ve siddetle reddediyorum.

Issizlik ve yoksulluk insanlar1 bu tiir terdr 6rgiitlerinin kucagina ittigini unutmamak gerekir. Bu
iilkenin bence en sansli oldugu nokta halkinin Islam inancina olan sonsuz sevgi ve saygisidir.
Islam bu bolgedeki tek ¢imento ve harcidir. Kiigiik, orta, biiyiik dlgekli sanayi ve endiistrinin
gelismesiyle halk i¢ savas veya etnik kavga yerine kendine ve ailesine daha iyi bir yasam

saglamak i¢in ugrasacaktir.

Kabileler arasindaki husumetler ve kavgalar dmiir boyu siiremez ortak bir noktada birlesip baris

sofrasina oturmak gerekir. Biitiin bunlarin yapilmasi icin giiclii bir devlet ve hiikiimet
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kurulmalidir. Adil devlet olmazsa bu soylediklerimin ¢ok fazla gecerligi olmaz. Adil devlet
olunca artik halkin elindeki silahlarin olmamasi gerektigini belirtmem gerekir. Silahlar hala
halkin elinde denetimsiz durdugu miiddet¢e bu iilkenin kalkinma yoniinde olduguna kimse

inanmaz ve sermaye de boylesi bir ortamda gelip yatirnm yapmaz.

Demek ki halk ve devlet el ele verip herkes kendi evinin Oniinii temizleyecek. Boylece kardesce
ve esitce yasamanin yollarini arayacagiz. Barut ve kan goliine donen iilkenin daglart artik ¢icek

acsin, ¢ocuklar park ve bahgelerde kostursun.
Bakis acimiz

Tiirkiye, Afganistan’a hi¢cbir zaman uzak durmadi, bundan buyana da uzak durmayacaktir.
Tiirkiye her zaman Pakistan ve Afganistan dost ve kardes olarak bildi. Her iki iilke i¢in meydana

gelebilecek acilar1 ve mutluluklart kucaklamaya hazir olan bir devlet, hiikkiimet ve millet var.

Her ne kadar etnik kabile ve milliyet varsa hepsi bizim igin birdir. Kendi ig¢inde farkliliklar
olabilir. Bazilar1 bazilarin1 sevmeyebilir, ¢ikar veya akgeli isler olabilir. Bu gibi konular {ilke
icinde kalmalidir. Biz disardan bakarak herkesi Afganistanli ve Pakistanli olarak goériiyoruz. En

onemlisi bir Miisliiman kardesimiz olarak goriiyoruz. Zaten 6nemli olan da bu degil mi dostlar?

Allah kimsenin 1rkina ve etnik grubuna bakmaz, O’nun katinda hepimiz esit ve hepimiz Hz.
Adem’in evlatlariyiz. Bu suur icinde hareket ederek Afganistan’dan baslayarak Pakistan ve diger
kardes tilkelerdeki kalkinma, huzur, refah, insan haklari, esitlik ve bireysel hiirriyetlerin elde

edilmesi i¢in hep birlikte miicadele etmeliyiz.

Ulkelerimizi kalkindirip ilk énce kendi halklarimiza, sonra komsularimiza ve daha sonra da tiim
Islam {immetine faydali ve hayirli eserler birakmaliyiz. Bizim, GASAM olarak en biiyiik
hedefimiz kardes bu iki iilkeye Sadaka-i cariye olabilecek eserler birakmaktir. Siyasi, ekonomik,

ticari, niifuz elde etme, emperyalist veya somiiriiye doniik gizli ve sakli hi¢cbir amacimiz yoktur.

Cok acik ve net ifade etmeliyim ki bizim Allah rizasin1 kazanmaktan baska bir gayemiz ve
amacimiz yoktur. Bizler iilkemizde kurtulus savasi verirken Hint yarimadasindaki Miisliimanlar
hangi gaye ve amagclarla bizim dedelerimize yardim etmisse bizde o gaye ve amaglarla bu

kardeslerimizle tecriibe ve imkanlarimizi paylagmak istiyoruz.
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Bizler birbirimize ¢ok benzeyen bir yapidan geliyoruz. Inanglarimiz ayni, hatta ortak tarihimiz
var. Bugiin Pakistan ve Afganistan’da ¢ok eski zamanlardan kalan akrabalarimiz var. ortak
alimlerimiz ve filozoflarimiz var. Muhammed ikbal her ne kadar Pakistan topraklarinda yetismis
olsa da bizim de milli sairimizdir. Hepimizin kiitiiphanesindeki en 6nemli eserlerden birisi

Ikbal’in eserleridir.

Islam ve tasavvuf diinyasinda géniillerimizde taht kurmus Mevlana Celaleddin-i Belhi Rumi en

biiyiik ortak degerimizdir.

Yine Ferganali Babur Sah her ne kadar Afganistan’in tarihi sahsiyetiyse ayni zamanda bizim de
kahramaniniz ve tarihimizden bir par¢adir. Sair Ali Sir Nevai’nin siirlerinde kendimizi buluruz.

Dolasiyla bizim ¢ok ortak tarafimiz ¢oktur.

Bu toprak iizerinde operasyon yapan ve yapmak isteyen art niyetli onlarca emperyalist devlet
bulundugunun farkindayiz. Bizler somiiriiniin her tiirliisiine karsi ¢ikarak Islam kardesligi
temelinde var olan ortak zenginliklerimizi degerlendirerek siireci baslatmaliyiz. Goniillerin

birbirine 1si1nmasi i¢in adimlar atabiliriz.

Askeri yardimlagmanin yaninda iktisadi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel alanlara isbirliginin yolu ac¢ilmalidir.
Terér ve sugla miicadele askeri ve polisiye tedbirlerle degil egitimle alinmalidir.
Akademisyenlerimiz, entelektiiellerimiz, gazeteci ve yazarlarimizin eserlerinde iilkelerimizin
giizelliklerini 6ne ¢ikarabiliriz. Tabiri caizse birbirimizin PR (Publicrelation) ¢alismasini

yapabiliriz.

Tiirkiye, Afganistan ve Pakistan’in Bat1’ya acilan kapisi, bu iki iilke de bizim giiney Asya ve Hint
yarimadasindaki sadik ortagimiz olabilir. Bizim bu bdlgeye bakisimiz somiirgeci veya

emperyalist bir Avrupal1 degil, Tarthimizdeki gibi Selguklular veya Osmanli gibi bakariz.

G-20 ve NATO iiyesi olan Tiirkiye’yi Afganistan’da askeri operasyon yapmasi igin ¢ok
zorladilar. Ancak ordumuz buna direndi. Kiinyesi “Mehmetcik” yan1 “Muhammed” olan bir ordu
kendi kardesine kars1 kursun sikmaz. Ancak dostluk geregi yardim elini uzatir. Nitekim Oyle de

oldu.
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Afganistan’da bulunan Askerimiz yol, hastane, okul ve sulama alanlar ile egitim programlari
gerceklestirmigtir. Saglik alaninda ¢ok biiylik basarili isler yaptilar. Halkin sevgisini ve giliveni
kazandilar. Gerek Taliban ve gerekse muhalif giiclere karsi esit mesafede durdu. Yukarda izah
ettigim gibi biz iilkeye bir biitiin olarak bakariz. Ulke i¢indeki ayrismalar ve gruplasmalara kulak

asmayiz.

Yillardan beri devam eden savaslar nedeniyle yikilip perisan olan bu iilkenin alt ve iist yapisi
yeniden yapilanma ¢abalarina bizler biiyiik katkida bulunabiliriz. insaat, cevre, belediyecilik ve
yonetim alaninda iilkemiz bugiin gelismis olan bircok Avrupa iilkesinden bile daha ileri seviyede

oldugunu rahatlikla ifade edebilirim.

Afganistan’in inang, orf ve kiiltiirii ¢cer¢evesinde insan hak ve hiirriyetlerine 6nem veren, esit
vatandaslik temelini baz alan yeni bir anayasa yapmalidir. Bu anayasa ¢aligmalar1 i¢in {ilkemizin
son yillarda yapmis oldugu taslak calismalari 6rnek alinabilir. Ancak sunu acik¢a ve net bir
sekilde ifade etmeliyim ki Tiirkiye mevcut anayasasiyla insanlarini ve halkini tatmin etmiyor.

Onun i¢in eski degil yapilmakta olan anayasa taslagi tizerinde goriis alis verisi yapilabilir.

Batili devletler ve ABD bu esnada devreye girerek Laiklik veya Liberalizm gibi terimleri
anayasaya dahil etmeye ¢alisacaklari muhakkaktir. Bu konuda Afganistanl tiim kanaat 6nderleri,
siyasiler ve halk olarak ¢ok uyanik olmasi gerekir. Laiklik Bati’dan alman bir terimdir. Islam
toplumuna ile higbir iligkisi yoktur. Belli miiddet sonra Laiklik Afgan halkin1 ve toplumunu
degisik gruplara boler ve “dindarlarin bir tehlike oldugu” paranoyasina doniisiir. Bu konuda

Afganlilar ¢cok dikkat etmeleri gerekiyor.

Uziilerek ifade etmeliyim ki ABD isgalinden sonra Afganistan uyusturucu madde cenneti
olmustur. Hashas ekimi, satim1 gayrimesru yollarla yapiliyor. Mutlaka kontrol altina alinmal1 ve
devlet gozetiminde yapilmalidir. Boylece Afyon uyusturucu sektoriine degil ilag sanayisinde
kullanilmis olacaktir. Bu konuda hep birlikte miicadele etmeliyiz. Bu {irlinii iiretenlere ayni
oranda alternatif tarim yollarin1 gostermeliyiz. Boylece ¢ift¢i emeginin karsiligini ayni oranda

alacaktir hem de ¢ift¢i orgiitlerin oyuncagi olmaktan kurtulacaktir.
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Afganistan ve Pakistan ismi anildiginda hi¢ kimsenin aklina terdr, uyusturucu, riisvet, adam
kagirma ve adam 6ldiirme gibi kavramlar gelmemeli. Birer Miisliiman olarak herkesin giivendigi,

elinden ve dilinden emin oldugu bir yer olmasi i¢in ¢alisma yapmamiz gerekir.

Bolge sorunlarina ¢oziim bulmak i¢in bizden daha iyi arabulucu bulunamaz. Sorunlar dis giiclerin
miidahalesine mahal birakmadan yerel kaynaklar kullanilarak biraz Gzveri ve iyi niyet
cergevesinde c¢oziilebilir. En azindan bu konuda kendimiz bir masanin etrafinda oturup

konugmaliyiz. Bu giivenin olugsmasi i¢in ¢alisma yapabiliriz.

Cumbhurbaskanlar1 ve Bagbakan diizeyinde devam eden arabulucu goriismelerine bizler STK lar,
akademisyenler, siyasetciler, gazeteciler ve bilim adamlar1 olarak bulundugumuz konumda katki

sunabiliriz. Onemli olan barisa katk1 saglamaktir.

ABD, Pakistan, Hindistan, Iran, Cin ve Rusya gibi iilkelerin Afganistan iizerine belirli amaclari
var. Tirkiye’nin arabul ucugunda Afganistan bu devletlerle esit sartlarda bir masa etrafinda

oturabilir.

Bizler halklar olarak birbirimizin stratejik dostu ve ortagiyiz. Bu dostluk beraberinde ciddi
isbirligi ve dayanismayi getirmektedir. Ulkelerimiz arasinda yetkililerin imzaladigi antlasmalar
sadece giivenlik boyutuyla degil ekonomik ve Kkiiltiir boyutuyla hem Pakistan’in hem de
Afganistan’in gelecegi i¢in olumlu asamalardir. Afganistan’in otoyol, demiryolu ag1, havaalani
altyapist gibi ciddi altyap1 eksiklikleri var. Bunlarin tamamlanmasi ve tilkenin kalkinmasi i¢in

onemli adimdir.

Ankara’nin inisiyatifiyle 2007’de baslatilan Tiirkiye-Afganistan-Pakistan tiglii zirve mekanizmasi
devam etmeli ve alinan sonuglar tatbik edilmelidir. Siyasi liderler degisse bile hedeflerin
degismedigini gdrmek bizleri memnun etmektedir. iki {ilke arasinda olusan giiven bunalimi tekrar

eski donemine donmelidir.

Tiirkiye, Afganistan-Pakistan arasinda igbirliginin arttirilmasi noktasinda 6nemli isler yapti ama
yeterli degil daha fazla gayret gostermesi gerektigine inantyorum. En azindan iki dost iilkenin

arasinda gergin bir atmosfer olmamasi da biiyiik bir kazanimdir.
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Tiirkiyeli is adamalar1 bolgede ciddi projelere imza atmaya devam ediyor. Ticaret hacmi istenilen
seviyede degil ama artmasi i¢in ¢aba harcandigini gérmek bizi memnun ediyor. Her seyden once
giivenligin saglanmasi ve ticaret yollarinin elverisli olmasi i¢in alt yapinin kurulmas: gerekiyor.
Ulasim, ingaat, enerji ve degerli madenlerin ¢ikarilmasi ve piyasaya siiriilmesi i¢in bolgede uygun

zemin bulunmaktadir.

Devletlerin iliskilerinin yaninda 6zel sektdr birimlerinin de birbirleriyle ticari iliskiler kurmasi
gerekir. Ancak tiim iliskiler ¢ok saglam ve uluslararasi kurallar ger¢evesinde yapilmalidir. Bir iki
olumsuz gelisme halklarin dostluguna zarar vermemesi gerekir. Her sey resmi ve kurallara uygun

olursa o zaman tiziilen hi¢ bir taraf olmaz.

Bu ii¢ iilkenin dayanigmasi son derece Onemlidir. Bu dostlugun semeresi ¢ok kisa zamanda
kendini gosterecektir. Bolgeye gelecek olan gliven ve huzur ortami komsu iilkeleri de
etkileyecektir. Ayrica Afganistan ve Pakistan’a bir daha fitne tohumlar1 ekmeye calisan {ilkeler
kendilerine firsat bulamayacaktir. Terdriin olmadigi, huzurun, refahin, barisin, bollugun,
bereketin, sanayi ve endiistrinin oldugu bu bélgelerde artik namlunun ucundan ¢ikan mermi sesi

degil mutlulugun sesinin duyulacagi giinler yakindir.

Bizlerin burada Istanbul’da diizenledigimiz “NATO Sonrasi Afganistan” sempozyumunu
onemsiyorum. Devlet yetkililerinin yaptig1 zirve toplantilarindan sonra STK olarak bizlerinde bir
araya gelerek isbirligi, dayanisma ve dostlugu pekistirici adimlarin atilmasinda son derece yarar

olduguna inantyorum.

Bu vesileyle dost iilkelerden davetimize icabet ederek gelen tiim katilimer kardeslerime ve

dostlarima tesekkiir ediyorum.

Yasasin Tiirkiye, Pakistan ve Afganistan dostlugu.
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Tarihsel-Diisiinsel Arka Plam ve Toplumsal Konumu Ac¢isindan Taliban Hareketi
Abdullah YEGIN SETA Dis lliskiler Uzmam

Ulkesi: Tiirkiye

Giris

Afganistan, tarih boyunca diinyanin en énemli kesisme noktalarindan birisi olmustur ve bugiin de
ayni konum ve onemini slirdiirmektedir. Bunun i¢indir ki tarih boyunca karsilasma ve c¢atigma
alan1 olagelen iilke bugiin de biiyiik giiglerin vekalet savaslarinin yiiriitiildigii topraklar olarak
diinyanin kritik noktalardan birisidir. Sair-miitefekkir ikbal’in ifadesiyle “Asya’nm Kalbi” olan
bu topraklarda sosyal, siyasi, ekonomik ve askeri krizler Taliban’in devrilmesine ve yeni bir
devlet kurulmasina ragmen devam etti. Bugiine kadar Afganistan’da siyasal istikrarin saglanip
giivenlik sorununun ortadan kaldirilmasina yonelik ¢abalarin yetersiz kaldigi ortadadir. NATO
sonras1 istikrar ve gilivenligin nasil saglanacagi halen cevabini arayan onemli sorulardandir.
Afganistan toplumunun etnik, mezhepsel ve siyasal ¢esitliligi sorunun da ¢ok boyutlu olmasina
yol agmaktadir. Bu ¢alismada Afganistan’in glivenlik ve istikrarinin 6niindeki engellerin basinda
gelen Taliban Hareketi incelenecektir. Ancak burada Taliban hareketi ¢ok¢a yapildigr gibi tek
boyutlu, giivenlik eksenli bir yaklagimla degil, tarihsel ve diisiinsel arka plani, toplumsal karsiligi,
bilesenleri ve Afgan toplumunda neye karsilik geldigi gibi daha karmagsik sorular gercevesinde

masaya yatirilacaktir.
Taliban Hareketinin Tarihsel-Diisiinsel Arka Plant
Teorik Zemin

Bazilarinca dinin en bedevi yorumunu igeren islam anlayisina ve bunun sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan
ve din adina en sert uygulamalara sahip olarak goriilen Taliban her ne kadar bugiinkii sekliyle salt
siyasi-askeri vakia olarak goriilse de meselenin ¢ok yonlii ve karmasik boyutlar1 ve arka plani
vardir. Bunlar dogru tespit edilmeden Taliban’in ne oldugunun anlagilmasi miimkiin
olmayacaktir. Dolayisiyla da Taliban’in dogru tanimlanabilmesi i¢in tarihsel, teorik, etnik ve

sosyal Onciillerin dogru tespiti 6nem kazanmaktadir.
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Ortagagda gorkemli bir birikim ortaya koymus olan Miisliimanlarin sonralar diisiinsel ve kiiltiirel
bir duraklama asamasina girmesiyle birlikte ilmi ve felsefi gelenegin ¢okerek elestiri ve
yenilenmenin temel Onciilii olan entelektiiel dinamizm sekteye ugradi. Miislimanlar yenidiinya
ile karsilastiklarinda boyle bir durgunluk igerisindeydiler. Ustelik bu karsilasma Bati’nin
emperyalist sOmiirgeci saldirgan karakterinden oOtiirli bir catisma hattinda gergeklesince
Miisliimanlar agisindan mesele bir kimlik krizi durumunu ortaya ¢ikardi. Bir baska halkin ve bir
baska zihin ve pratik diinyasinin kendilerinin biitiin varliklar1 iizerinde tasallut kurmasi, haliyle
Miisliimanlarin canini sikiyordu. Birgogu bu durumdan kurtulmak i¢in kendi bagimsiz medeniyet
kimliklerini ihya edip giiclendirmek gerektigini disiiniiyordu. Kendi kimliklerini
tanimlayabilmek i¢in Gtekini tanimlamak hayati bir 6nem tasiyordu. Yani diigmami dikkate
almadan ve onu tanimlamadan kendisi i¢in bir kimlik tanimi olanaksiz goriiniiyordu. Kendi
kimliginin siirlart 6tekinin kimliginin duvarlariyla belirleniyordu. Batiya tarihsel ve uzlagilmaz
bir diisman olarak bakilmasinin temel nedeni de budur. Artik Bati karsiti bir sdylem tiim

derinligiyle dile getirilmeli ve batr ile her tiirlii diyalog sonsuza kadar sonlandirilmaliydi.

Bu bakis agisina gore i¢ yetersizlik ve sorunlar anlamini yitiriyor ve bu alanda acgilan her tiirlii
konu ve dogunun geri kalma nedenlerinin tespitine dair yapilan her tiirlii calisma kendi kimligini
tahrip ve diigmanin degirmenine su tagimak olarak goriiliiyordu. Tek iimit dogunun kimlik
zeminini yeniden elde etmesi ve 6ze doniisii baslatmasiydi. Bu bazi diisiiniirler tarafindan felsefi
bir kavram olarak kullanildiysa da selefiler acisindan bunun anlami selef zamanina geri
donmekti. Her haliikarda kimlik krizinden kurtulug diisiincesi, 6ze doniise dair yogun vurgu ve
bunun Otekinin kimligine dair diismanca tarif ile dogrudan bagi Taliban ve El Kaide gibi

hareketlerin ortaya ¢ikmasinin énemli nedenleri arasinda yer almaktadir.

Modernite ile yasanan kaginilmaz etkilesimin Miisliimanlarin hayatin1 sinirlamaya baglamasiyla
birlikte sosyal krizler siddetlendi ve mahrumlar bu durumdan kurtulabilmek amaciyla itiraza
basladilar. Bu mahrumlarin bir kismi sosyal siyasi sartlarindan 6tiirii sol ideolojilere, diger biiyiik

bir kism1 da geleneksel ve kiiltiirel kodlarindan étiirii Islamc1 akimlara yoneldiler.

Biiytlik bir mahrumiyetle kars1 karsiya olanlar ve hayatlarinin 6nemli bir kismi1 zorluk ve sikintilar

icinde gegenler ¢ogunlukla varliklarinin en derinligine kadar niifuz eden inanglara daha sevkle

Merkez Mah. Ciftecevizler Cd. Inanca Is Merkezi 9/3 Sisli — Istanbul-Tiirkiye
Tel: 0212-343 7777 Fax: 234 0971
www.gasam.org.tr e-mail: info@gasam.org.tr




2004

‘ ‘!g$;, GUNEY ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZi

GASAM

baglanirlar. Bu durumda mahrum birakilmislarin inanglar1 onlarin siyasi ve fikri egilimlerinin
temel belirleyenidir. Yeni sehir yasamina dair karamsarlik, yeni hakim sistemlere dair
karamsarlik, modernitenin sonuglarina dair karamsarlik ve mahrumiyetlerine sebep olarak
gordiikleri her sey burada belirleyicidir. Hi¢ bir modern hizmetten faydalanmayan, biiyiik bir
yoksunluk ve yoksulluk i¢inde yasayan yiginlar bu mahrumiyetlerinin sebebinin bizzat
modernitenin kendisi oldugunu fark etmeleri ¢ok ge¢ olmayacaktir. Bu da modern yasama
diismanligr kaginilmaz kilmaktadir. Bugiin Taliban’in daha ¢ok toplumun en yoksul kesimleri
arasinda taraftar buluyor olmasinin nedeni budur. O halde yoksulluk ve yoksunluk ne kadar
yaygin olursa bu akimlar da o kadar giiclenirler. Ciinkii yasanan yoksulluk ve yoksunlugun

kaynag1 dogal kaynaklarin tiikenmesi degil, modernitenin doymak bilmez miimessilleridir.

Modernite ile bu karsilasmada verilen tepkinin siddetini ve ydntemini belirleyen Onemli
unsurlardan birisi toplumun yapisidir. Yani toplumun medeni mi yoksa bedevi mi oldugu aldig:
pozisyonun seklinde onemli bir belirleyendir. Kabile toplumunda hiikiim siiren degerler ve
normlar yazili olmayan ama ¢ok kesin smirlara sahip kurallardan olugsmaktadir. Bu da bu tiir
toplumlarda inancin dogmatizm ve sertlige biirlinmesini kolaylastirmaktadir. Zira kabile kurallari
o kadar mutlaklagmistir ki onlar1 kirmak imkansiza yakin olup din bile kabile ortamina girdiginde
onun rengini alir ve kabilenin dar ve kapali yorumu dini de kusatir. Iki mutlak yani din ve kabile

ruhu uyumlu hale geldiginde ise sertlik etkili bir yontem olarak ortaya ¢ikar.

Ote taraftan modernite, kaynagmi asip kiiresellestikce karsit diisiince de kaginilmaz olarak ayni
seyi yaparak kiiresel bir renge biiriiniir. Yani artik modernite karsit1 hareket de tersinden
kiireselleserek ulus Otesi diisiinceleri benimsemeye ve taraftarlarii kiiresellesmeye karsi yine
kiiresel bir miicadeleye ¢agirmaya baslar. Bu noktada iki yonlii bir durum ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bir
taraftan kabileye baglilik ve degerlerine karsi yiikiimliiliik, diger taraftan kiiresel bir iimmete
baglanma, uluslararas1 bir teskilata ve ulus oOtesi destege ihtiya¢ duyma. Bu durum bazi kabile
tiyelerini genelde yashilar ve geleneksel ileri gelenlerden olusan diger bir grupla catismaya
stiriikleyecek yeni bir yola sevk eder. Dogal olarak bu durum temel varligim1 tehdit altinda
hisseden kabilenin kendini yapisal olarak korumaya almasina neden olacaktir. Ama diger taraftan

kiiresel kimlikle donanmis yeni unsurlar kabilenin yeni duruma teslim olmasi i¢in c¢aba sarf

Merkez Mah. Ciftecevizler Cd. Inanca Is Merkezi 9/3 Sisli — Istanbul-Tiirkiye
Tel: 0212-343 7777 Fax: 234 0971
www.gasam.org.tr e-mail: info@gasam.org.tr




2004

‘ ‘tg%, GUNEY ASYA STRATEJiIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZi

GASAM

ederler. Bu durum kabileyi meydan okumaya yeni duruma direnmeye yonlendirir. Yeni yapi
kendi planin1 zora sokan ve kabile yapisinda saygi goren gerek kabile biiyiiklerini gerek
geleneksel ulemayi saf dis1 birakma yolunu secebilir. Ancak bu yontemin istisna olmaktan ¢ikip
genel bir kurala donmesi yeni hareket i¢in -iki cephede birden savasmayi gerektirdiginden- yolun
sonu olabilir. El Kaide’nin Irak tecriibesi bunun gostergesidir. Kabilecilikle ¢atismaya giren Irak
El Kaide’si sonucta zeminini kaybetti, zayifladi ve sahneyi i¢ rakipler ve dis diismanlara terk

etmek zorunda kalda.

Ancak Afganistan’da Taliban bdyle bir hataya diismedi ve kabile anlayisiyla ¢atigmadi. Taliban
kabile yapisina uyum gosterdigi icin ayakta kalmayr basardi. Ciinkii kabile bu tiir yapilarin
kendisini ortadan kaldirmasina izin vermeyecek kadar giicliidiir. Ikisi arasinda bir ¢atisma ortaya
ciktiginda biiyiik bir ihtimalle kabile kazanir. Catisma olmasa bile kabilenin yeni hareketi i¢inde
eritmesi yiiksek ihtimaldir. Bu ihtimalin gerceklesmemesinin yani Afganistan’da kabile
anlayisinin Taliban’1t tamamen eritememis olmasinin iki ana nedeni vardir. Birincisi ortak
diisman olarak goriilen yabanci glic ve siyaset odaklarinin saldirilaridir. Yani her ne kadar
Taliban diislincesi ve onun toplumsal dayanagi uzun zamandan beri bolgede mevcut olsa bile
orgiitlii bir hareket olarak ortaya ¢ikma imkéanin1 bolgesel ve uluslararasi giiclerin miidahalesi
yiizlinden yasanan siyasi ve sosyal karmasalardi. Kaldi ki bu diisiincenin ilk ortaya ¢ikist da yine
benzer bir emperyalist miidahale neticesinde yasanmisti. Taliban’in kabile nezdindeki giiciinii
korumasini saglayan bir diger neden ise bizzat Taliban’in diisiincesini sekillendiren kaynaklarin
El Kaide’nin kaynaklarindan farkliligidir. Bunun daha iyi anlagilmasi icin iki hareketin diistinsel

temellerine bakmak gerekmektedir.
Tarihsel Zemin

Islam diinyasinin somiirgecilikle karsilastign dénemde kendisinden geg¢mise doniisciiliik veya
selefilik olarak bahsedilen hareket ortaya ¢ikt. Bu hareket Islam diinyasinin iki farkli noktasinda
ve sosyokiiltiirel farklardan Gtiirii baz1 farkliliklarla ortaya ¢ikti. Birincisi Arap yarimadasinda
Muhammed bin Abdulvahhab o©nderliginde ortaya ¢ikan Vahhabilik, digeri ise Hint
yarimadasinda Sah Veliyullah Dehlevi’nin® teorize ettigi hareketti. Her iki hareket bugiiniin

! Seyyid Ahmet Muvassiki, Ciinbiisha-y1 islami-i Muassir (Tahran, Intisarat-1 Semt,1374), 193-194.

Merkez Mah. Ciftecevizler Cd. Inanca Is Merkezi 9/3 Sisli — Istanbul-Tiirkiye
Tel: 0212-343 7777 Fax: 234 0971
WwWw.gasam.org.tr e-mail: info@gasam.org.tr




2004

‘ ‘!g$;, GUNEY ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZi

GASAM

olumsuzlanmasi ve selef veya timmetin ilk nesilleri olarak isimlendirilen Miisliimanlarin altin
cagma geri doniilmesi konusunda hem fikirdi. iki hareket de Miisliimanlarin asil ¢izgiden
uzaklastigini iddia ediyordu. Bazi hurafelere karsi ¢ikiyorlar ve dinin bunlardan temizlenmesini
asil hedef olarak goriiyorlardi. Boyle bir temizligin yegane yolu da Nas’a geri donmekti. Metne

seleften kalan veya kaldigini diistindiikleri yorumu esas alarak yaklasmak temel yontemdi.

Islam tarihi boyunca yasanmus degisimleri dikkate almayan bu yaklasim bir anligina ideal ve
uygulanabilir goriindii. Metnin yorumlanmasi sadece zahire yaslanilarak miimkiin olabiliyordu.
Miisliimanlarin yiizyillar icerisinde olusturdugu felsefi, kelami ve irfani ekollerin teorik ve pratik
birikimleri bu yaklagimda ise yaramaz bulunduklarindan yok sayiliyor ve metnin yorumlanmasi
ve anlagilmasinda bir kenara atiliyordu. Dogal olarak yeni ve modern bilimlerin bu anlayista

esamesi bile okunamazdi. Dinin kortikal yorumu ve metnin zahiri konumu temel nokta idi.

El-Kaide ile kendini bugiin gerceklestiren cihadi selefilik bu hareketin Arap yarimadasindan
cikan Vahhabilik kolunun iiriinii iken, teorileri Diyobend medresesinde atilmis olan Taliban ayni1
hareketin Hindistan kolunun iiriinii olup, varligim Afganistan ve Pakistan’da siirdiirmektedir. Tki
hareketi ortaya ¢ikaran motivasyonlar ve ¢oziim yaklasimlari benzesse de diisiinsel temelleri ve

beslendikleri havzalar tamamen farklidir.

Ingiltere’nin Hint yarimadasinda mutlak galibiyeti ve bunun neticesinde Ingiliz dili ve Avrupa
kiiltiirinlin burada yiikselise gegcmesinden sonra, Hint-Pakistan Miisliimanlar1 tim mezhepleriyle
inanglarinin Batililarin tehdidi altinda oldugunu hissetiler ve buna karsi medreseler kurdular.
Hanefi Miisliimanlar da Hindistan’in Diyobend kdyiinde bir medrese kurdular. Gittikge nanu
yayilan bu medresenin miintesipleri Diyobendi grubu adiyla bilinir oldular. Gergekte Diyobendi
ekoliiniin kokleri Hint Miisliimanlarinin 1857’deki ayaklanmalarinin basarisizlikla sonuglanmasi
ve Giirganiler devletinin resmen ortadan kalkarak Ingilizlerin mutlak hakim olmasinda
yatmaktadir. Onde gelen ulema yenilgi sebeplerini diisiiniirken cihat fikrine ulastilar ve o
zamanlar kii¢lik bir kdy olan Diyobend’de 1867 yilinda kurduklart medresenin derslerinin bagina

Hindistan’1 tekrar 6zgiirlestirmek i¢in cihadi koydular.2

% Aziz Ahmet, Tarih-i Tefekkiir-ii Islami der Hind (Tahran, intisarat-1 Keyhan, 1367), 83.
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Bu medrese Ehl-i Siinnet diinyasinda ¢ok derin etkiler birakti. Tiim yeni bilimler, somiirgeci
giiclere baglh goriildiigiinden yasaklandi. Diyobendi okulunun 6grencileri ve hocalari, hizipsel ve
kapali goriislerle egitildiler. Kendi anladiklar1 Islam’mn 6ziine déniis, egitimlerinin en &nemli

noktasiydi.

Diyobendi okulu sonralar1 Hindistan’in bagimsizliginda ve Pakistan’in kurulmasinda onemli
roller iistlendi. Diyobendi ekoliiniin bugiinkii sartlarda giiglenmesini saglayan en 6nemli olay ise,
Afganistan’daki degisimler ve iilkenin Sovyetler Birligi tarafindan isgal edilmesiydi. Cihat tekrar
giindeme geldi ve esas olarak Ingiliz ve Bati karsithgi fikrine dayanan Diyobendi ekolii
Afganistan cihadini oncelik olarak gordii. Pakistan’daki medreseleri Pakistan devleti tarafindan
himaye edildi. Afganistan cihadina yonelik uluslararasi is paylasiminda dini medreselerin
ekonomik destegi, Basra Korfezi’'ndeki zengin Arap iilkelere, 6zellikle de Arabistan’a verildi.
Silah yardimi isini ABD ve Ingiltere iistlendi. Pakistan ise, yardimlarin koordinasyonunu
iistlendi. Diyobendi ekoliiniin Selefiligin Vahhabi ekolii ile karsilasmasi da bu doneme denk

gelmektedir.?

Pakistan’daki medreseler cihat doneminde 6nemli bir isleve sahiptiler. Pakistan medreselerinde
okuyan Afganlar cihadin énemli bir giiciinii olusturuyordu.” Bu medreseler Pakistan’in istihbarat
birimi ISI'nin biiyiik destegini gordii. Buralarda dini ve ideolojik egitimin yaninda, askeri egitim
de veriliyordu. Ulema 6grencilerin dini ve ideolojik egitimini tistlenirken, ISI askeri egitimlerini
verdi. Verilen ideolojik egitimde Selefilik ve Diyobendilik temel idi. Bu hareket, cihat yillar
boyunca yiikseldi. Zaferden sonra ise, miicahitlerin anlasip ortak bir hiikiimet kuramamasi
{izerine Molla Omer &nderliginde harekete gecen Diyobend talebeleri siyasi-askeri ¢ogunlugu
elde edip, Afganistan’da rakipsiz konuma geldiler. Bitmek bilmeyen savaslardan yorulmus olan
Afganistan halki da en azindan toplumsal diizeni tekrar saglayacak bir sahis veya grup ariyordu
ki Taliban ortaya ¢ikt1 ve halk tarafindan da desteklendi. Miicahitlere kars1 savas mesruiyetini
Istila teorisinden alan Taliban hiikiimeti kurduktan sonra Molla Muhammed Omer’in hilafetinin

mesruiyetini  Ehliil hal ve’l akd teorisiyle sagladi. Kureysli olmama durumunu da Ibn

3http://theory.blogfa.com/post-30.aspx
* Ahmet Rasid, Hembestegi Dergisi, say16, s.4.
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Teymiyye’nin fetvalarma dayanarak ¢dzen Molla Omer halife olduktan sonra hilafet unvanini

yine Ibn Teymiyye nin Veli-yi Emr kavramindan ilham alarak Emirlikle degistirdi.”
Etnik/Kabile Zemini

Esas olarak Afganistan ve Pakistan’in en yoksul Pestun bolgesinden gelen Taliban iiyeleri
Pakistan’da 6grendikleri dini bilgilerle geleneklerini harmanlayarak yeni bir anlayis ortaya
koydular. Bu anlayista yer yer Vahhabilikten de Diyobendilikten de daha sert fikirler ortaya ¢ikti.
Bu noktada karsimiza Taliban’in Onemli bir dayanagi olan Pestunluk ve Pakistan ile
Afganistan’daki Pestun kavminin Diyobendi ve Selefi ekolleri esasina gore sekillenen cihattaki
giiclendirici roluidiir. Siyasi diislinceleri Selefiligin yansimalar1 olan Taliban tiyelerinin ¢ekirdek
kadrosu Diyobendi gruplarca egitilen Pestun talebelerdir. Taliban’in siyasi diisiincelerinin dogru
anlagilmasi i¢in Diyobend ekolii Selefiliginin yaninda Pestunlarda gelenegin yeri ve bunun

Taliban’1n diisiince ve davranislarina etkisinin de iyi anlagilmas1 gerekmektedir.

Pestunlar kabile toplumu olup, ¢ok giiclii kabile degerlerine sahiptirler. Pestunlar’da geleneklerin
giindelik hayata etkisi Afganistan’daki diger etnik gruplarda oldugundan ¢ok daha fazladir.
Pestunlar kendilerine has ve Pestunvali olarak isimlendirilen geleneklere sahiptirler. Pestunvali,
Pestun geleneginde hem yasalar toplulugudur hem de bir tiir ideolojidir. Pestunvali kurallari,
Pestunlarin insani iliskilerinin ¢ok genis bir alanini diizenler. Ornegin en 6nemli kurallar arasinda
misafirperverlik ve intikameilik sayilabilir.® Aym sekilde geleneklerin cok giiclii bir sekilde
etkisini siirdiiriiyor olmasit Pestunlar1 kabilecilik konusunda oldukg¢a tutucu kilmis bunun
sonucunda her haliikarda kendi kabilesinden olana yardim etmek resmi kabile vazifesi olarak
kabul edilmistir. Bu ylizdendir ki Pestunlar gerektiginde i¢ ihtilaflarint bir kenara birakip ortak
tehdide kars1 birlesmeyi hep bilmislerdir. Pakistan’daki tarihsel Pestunistan meselesinin kdkenleri
bu halkin kan baglarina dayanmaktadir ki iki taraf Pestunlar farkl iilke vatandaslari olmalarina

ragmen asla birbirlerini unutmamis ve birbirlerinden kopmamaislardir.

> Seyyid Hiiseyin Etheri, Ulum-u Insani Dergisi http://www.mehrnameh.ir/article/1736.html

® Oliver Roy,Afganistan islam ve Nugerai-yi Siyasi, Terciime, Ebulhasan Mukaddem (Meshed, Intisarat-1 Kuds-i
Rezevi,1369), 28.
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Pestunlarin diisiince ve kiiltiiriinde gelenegin konumu bdylece ortaya konduktan sonra simdi bu
gelenegin Taliban liderlerinin dini ve siyasi anlayigina yansimasma bakilabilir. Taliban,
Afganistan’da Pestun kabilesi icerisinden ¢ikmis bir hareket olarak -iistelik bu kabilenin de
geleneklere ¢ok daha kati bir sekilde bagli olan koyliilerinin igerisinden ¢ikmistir- kabile kiiltiirti
etkisinden uzak duramazdi. Aslinda Taliban’in Pestun kabile kiiltiiriinden etkilendiginin en agik
kanit1 onlarin dini kurallar1 yorumlama bigimleridir. Kabile kiiltiirlinlin Taliban’in dini
diisiincesine etkisinin ilk ve en énemli gostergesi dini, siyasi sistem anlayiglari ve bu konudaki
mesruiyet yollaridir. Ornegin, hilafet sistemi esas olarak Islami ydnetim modellerinden birisiyse
de Taliban’in hilafet anlayisinda yoneticinin mutlakligi ve bagka kimseye bir rol bigmemesi

Islami hilafetin Sura Kurumu dikkate alindiginda halifelikten ¢ok asiret reisligini andirmaktadir.

Taliban’in kadina ve kadinin toplumsal hatta aile igerisindeki roliine bakis1 Pestun geleneginin
din anlayigina etkisinin diger bir gostergesidir. Taliban hiikiimeti déneminde kadinin konumu
genel Islami anlayistaki kadmin konumu bir kenara, bizzat Pakistan Diyobendileri’nden de
oldukga farklidir. Elbette Diyobendi Okulu da kadinin sosyal hayata aktif katilimini
onaylamamaktadir. Ancak buna ragmen Taliban’in kadin haklar1 konusundaki kisitlamalarinin
ornegin Pakistan’daki Diyobendi ekolii temsilcisi Cemiyet-i Ulema-y1 Islam’m kadmn
yaklagimiyla kiyasi bile miimkiin degildir. Pestun geleneklerinde kadin, ev disinda bir hayati
olmayan bir varlik olup bagimsiz bir sahsiyeti yoktur. Evlenmeden babasi, evlendikten sonra
kocas1 ve kocasinin ailesi kadin tizerinde mutlak tasarrufa ve kaderi lizerinde karar alma hakkina
sahiptirler. Yeni okullar ve agik yerlerde egitim gormeleri uygunsuz bir davranistir. Taliban’in
Pakistan elgisi Abdulhakim Miicahit, Taliban’in kiz c¢ocuklarmin egitimiyle ilgili geleneksel
bakisin1 soyle agiklamisti: “Tiim milli ordu ve polisimiz geleneksel bolge insanlaridirlar ve kiz

cocuklarinin okula gonderilmesini utang verici buluyorlar.”7

Sertlik ve katilik da Taliban siyasetcilerinin Pestun geleneklerinden edindikleri 6zellikleridir.
Genel olarak, Kabile kiiltlirii sert ve kati olup, intikamcilik Pestun geleneginin onemli bir
parcasidir. Pestun halkinin kincilik ve intikamcilig: biitiin Afganistan ve Pakistan’da meshur bir

durumdur. Oyleki bu konuda sdyle bir atasozii vardir. “Pestun 20 yil sonra intikam almaya

" Sirat Dergisi (yil1,say12), 32.
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kalktiginda, aceleci davrandigini diistliniir.” Taliban’in muhaliflerine, 6zellikle de Hazara ve

Ozbeklere yonelik sert davraniginin ardinda da bu intikamecilik duygusu yatmaktadir.

Son tahlilde Taliban’in dini-Siyasi bir hareket olarak ve din adina ortaya koyduklari tek basina
din degil, Kabile kiiltiiriiniin gelenekleriyle sekillenmis ve yorumlanmis din anlayisidir.
Taliban’in modern gereglere diismanliginda 8 da bunun etkisi goriilebilir. Sadece Taliban
iiyelerinin asli unsurlarinin kimlerden olustuguna bakmak bile Pestun olmanin Taliban igin
Onemini ortaya koyacaktir. Taliban iiyeleri genel olarak Pestun olup kendi i¢inde 3 ana gruptan
olusmaktadir. Birinci grup 6zellikle Pakistan’daki medreselerde dini egitim alirken Sovyetlerin
Afganistan’1 isgal etmesi ilizerine direnise katilan talebelerdir. Bunlar cihat doneminde Mevla
Muhammed Nebi Muhammed’in liderligindeki islami Devrim Hareketi’nde yer aldilar ve hareket
icerisinde Tullab ismiyle bir i¢ teskilat kurdular. Taliban’mn halihazirdaki lideri Molla Omer’in de
cihat yillarinda yaralanmis bir gazi oldugu ve 6nceleri Islami Devrim Hareketi iiyesi oldugu
sOoylenmektedir. % ikinci grup Pestun kavminden olan cihat¢1 partilerden miitesekkildir.
Hikmetyar’in Hizb-i Islami’si, Yunus Halis’in Hizb-i Islami’si, Sayyaf’in Ittihad-1 Islam’1,
Ahmet Gilani’nin Mahaz-1 Milli’si, Sibgatullah Miiceddidi’nin Necat-1 Milli’si gibi Pestun
liderlere bagli hareketlerin iiyeleri 1992-94 arasindaki gii¢ paylasimina dair kanl savastan sonra
Taliban ortaya ¢ikinca ona katildilar. Bu gruplarin Taliban’a katilmalarinin nedenleri arasinda
asiret¢ilik 6zel bir rol oynamaktadir. Yani eskiden beri Pestunlarda olan siyasal hakimiyet,
miicahitlerin zaferinden sonra ilk kez acik¢a ve resmen diger kavimlerin eline gegti. Rabbani’nin
Tacik olmasi Pestun partilerin Taliban’a katilmasinda énemli bir rol oynadi. Uciincii grup
komiinist rejim doneminde iktidarda olan bazi Pegtunlardan olusmaktadir. Miicahitlerin
zaferinden ve kendi aralarinda giic savasina girmesinden sonra komiinist rejime ve halk ve
percem partilerine liye unsurlar catismalarin etnik bir boyut kazanmasi tizerine her birisi bir gruba
katildi. Bu durum Sii-Siinni, Pestun, Tacik, Hazara, Ozbek tiim gruplar i¢in gecerlidir. Diiniin
Marksistleri, diin kendilerini deviren miicahit gruplar igerisinde, bugiin etnik kokenlerine gore yer

almaya baslamislardi. Her halilkdrda komiinist rejimin bazi1 unsurlar1 sonraki donemde etnik

®0liver Roy,age , 106.

 Ahmet Rasid,age, 6.
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Saiklerle Taliban’a eklemlenmislerdi. Elbette bu ii¢ grup igerisinde en giiclii ve etkin grubun
birinci grup yani talebeler oldugunu da belirtmek gerekmektedir. Taliban’in El Kaide’den farkl
olarak etnik bir gruba bu kadar kolay yaslanabiliyor olmasimin nedeninin Taliban’in dini
diisiincelerine kaynaklik eden Diyobendiligin Kast sisteminin gegerli oldugu Hindistan’da ortaya

¢ikmas1 olup olmadig1 arastirmay1 hak edecek bir konudur.
Taliban’1 iktidar Yapan Sebepler

Taliban’in bagimsiz bir hareket olarak nasil ve neden ortaya ¢iktig1 ve nasil bu kadar kisa siirede
neredeyse tiim Afganistan’a hakim olmay1 basardigina dair cesitli goriisler ortaya konmaktadir.
Bazilar1 komplocu yaklagimla Taliban’in dis giiclerin {iriinii oldugunu ve bu basarisini onlara
bor¢lu oldugunu soylerken, diger bir kismi Afganistan toplumunun i¢ sartlarin1 sebep
gostermektedir. Kusatic1 bir tahlil yapildiginda bu unsurlardan ikisi de yok sayilamaz ancak
toplumsal yapiya bakildiginda Taliban’in ortaya ¢ikmasinda i¢ sartlarin ¢ok daha fazla etkili
oldugu goriilmektedir. Meselenin i¢ sartlar boyutu ile ilgili bu hareketin sosyal sartlar1 ve siyasi
zeminlerine bakilabilir. Afganistan halki yillardir siiren savas ve siddetten yorulmus bir halde,
toplumsal gliven ve asayisi saglayacak bir hareket beklentisindeydiler. Mevcut gruplarin
catigsmanin ana unsurlari olmasi, onlara yonelik biitliin timit ve giiveni ortadan kaldirmisti. Yani
tarafsiz liglincli bir gruba ihtiyag vardi. Taliban bu ihtiyag, bosluk ve firsattan faydalanarak ortaya

cikt1 ve kisa bir siirede en giiclii grup olmay1 basardi.

Taliban’in bu kadar hizli bir sekilde ilerleyip, iilkenin %80’inden fazla bir alanda hakim olmasi,
bugiin bile ciddi kuskular barindiran bir durumdur. Bu basarinin nedeni olarak iki konu giindeme

getirilebilir.

Giivenlik: Yaklasik 2 yil stiren miicahitler hiikiimeti siiresince gii¢ savaslar1 toplumu pargalamais,
giivenlik yerel komutanlarin keyfine kalmisti. Bu da biitiin Afganistan’in asayisini alt iist etmisti.
Yasa, adalet ve ceza sisteminin esamisinin okunmadig1 bdylesi bir iklimde hi¢ kimse giivende
degildi. Halk yerel komutanlarin keyfi zuliimlerine de bir son verecek mutlak bir gii¢ ve otoriter
bir yonetimi 6zler duruma gelmisken Taliban baris ve giivenligi saglama iddiastyla ortaya cikti.
Afgan halkinin 6zlemlerine hitap eden Taliban, bu sayede neredeyse higbir direnisle

karsilagmadan hizla tiim Afganistan’da ilerleyisini siirdiiriiyordu. Taliban bagkent Kabil’e
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dayandiginda hala miicahit gruplar arasinda iktidar savast devam ediyordu. Bu esnada
Hikmetyar’mn Hizb-i Islami’si bir giinde Taliban’a teslim oldu. Nispeten gii¢lii orduya sahip
Hikmetyar’in Taliban’a direnmemis olmast bir kez daha bizi etnik durumu konusmaya sevk
etmektedir.

Etnik durum: Yukarida da bahsedildigi gibi, Afganistan’da siyasal hakimiyet, eskiden beri
Pestunlarin kontroliindeydi. Siyasal giiclin Rabbani ile birlikte diger gruplara intikali ya da en
azindan diger gruplarin iktidara ortak olmasi, Pestunistler tarafindan kolay kabul edilecek bir
durum degildi. Taliban’mn Pestunlara dayaniyor olmasi onun en biiyiik sans1 ve imkani idi. Oyle
ki Pestun miicahit gruplar Taliban’a kars1 herhangi bir direnis sergilemek bir yana, iiyelerini

Taliban’in hizmetine sundular.***

Sonug¢

Afganistan NATO sonrasi doneme heybesinde bir¢cok problemle girmis durumdadir. Bu
problemlerin basinda siyasal istikrar ve giivenlik sorunu gelmektedir. Afganistan’da giivenlik
hala vahim bir noktadadir. Taliban hala iilkenin 6nemli bir kisminda ¢ok etkin durumda olup
nerdeyse her giin bir yerde 6liimlerle sonug¢lanan saldirilar diizenlemektedir. Taliban ile heniiz bir
anlasma zemini bulunamamis olmasindan dolay1 Afganistan yonetimi hala giivenligi saglamaktan
acizdir. Tiim ¢abalara ragmen Taliban’in nasil hala giiciinii ve etkinligini koruyabildigi 6nemli bir
sorudur. Bu soruya saglikli cevap verebilmek i¢in oncelikle Taliban’in nasil bir hareket oldugu,
motivasyonlari, beslenme kaynaklar1 ve kendisini meydana getiren unsurlar dogru sekilde tahlil
edilmelidir. Bu calismada Taliban hareketinin s6zii edilen agilardan incelenmesine ¢alisiimis ve

hareketin salt giivenlik eksenli arastirmalarla anlasilamayacagi ortaya konmustur.

19 Fecr-i Umid Dergisi, say1 28, 1377

http://www.tebyan.net/newindex.aspx?pid=934&articlel D=458348
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Dr. Ghairat BAHEER
Former Ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan

Country: Afghanistan

God Almighty has given us a unique country, always in the midst of great power tussles and the
grounds for the death of innocent Afghans. Our last few decades have been plagued by turmoil,
from the Mongols to the Americans, through the Russians and the English, all these invaders
engaged with the oppressed yet brave Afghans. All these super powers have either faced defeat
or have gotten knee deep in trouble, yet none have learnt from the others past. The price paid by
Afghans against all aggressors has been millions of martyrs, widows, orphans, the demotion of
Infrastructure and the biggest number of refugees in the world, I do not want to drag you all into
the past, and neither would my time allow me that. Let me shed lighton the invasion of the Soviet
Union and the recent invasion of United States of America and point out what was intended to be
missed. Both super powers presented frivolous justifications for their invasion, justifications that
are an insult to one’s intelligence. The Soviet Union installed their puppet government in 1978
and later justified their invasion by the very same puppet government’s invitation. The
Americans in order to justify their invasion of Afghanistan, convened an unrepresentative
gathering called Bonn Conference in 2001, shaping a government of their own choice and then
asking it to invite them to Afghanistan. To think that people are tricked into believing these
justifications is to go by the Pashto proverb “Hiding the sun with two fingers”. Both super powers
had their own imperialistic wishes and designs, the Soviet Union was dreaming to reach the
warm waters of the Indian Ocean and the rich oil fields of the gulf. The Americans on the other
hand, posing to crush Al Qaeda and Taliban as revenge for 9/11, were in reality planning
strategic and economic designs that include the control of great china and its historical foe,

Russia,meanwhile controlling the rich undiscovered resources of Central Asia and Afghanistan.

The insistence of the Americans on having military bases in Afghanistan and forcing the Afghan
government to sign the BSA- Bilateral Security Agreement testifies to my claim that the real

motive behind the American Invasion of Afghanistan was neither Taliban nor Al Qaeda.
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It is the habit of imperial powers to destabilize any land they occupy. Since unstable countries
and their puppet regimes will always rely on them to stay in power. Another habit of theirs has
always been to leave behind issues to their colonies to fight over in the years to come such as the
case with Kashmir, whilst always finding a good cover to the bitter idea of defeat in those

regions.

After facing the tough resistance of the Afghan Mujahideen, the Russians were defeated and
forced to leave Afghanistan. Following the tradition of face saving, they managed to use the
Geneva Accord which contained provisions for the timetable of the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Afghanistan that officially began on 15 May 1988 and ended by 15 February 1989, thus
putting an end to almost ten year-long Soviet occupation and Soviet war in Afghanistan. The
Russians did not stop there, they further went on to join hands with the Americans to make sure

Afghanistan was never ruled by the Mujahideen and the communist regime remained in power.

When the Najeeb government failed to resist the Mujahideen and was destined to fall, both the
super powers indulged in another conspiracy by signing the Accord between parts of the
Mujahideen called Shoora-Nizar, Dostam’s Militia, Hezb-e-Wahdat and Parcham faction of
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan, ironically sponsored by Iran and Russia, negating the
main factions of Mujahideen. All this naturally paved the way for internal conflict between
various stakeholders of the Jihad specially Hezb-i-Islami and the parties to the aforementioned
accord.

Simultaneously, the unbalanced and the unfair “Peshawar Accord” on 24™ April 1992, was
designed in a way to make certain that clashes happen between the parties of the Jihad. Designed
and supported by the Americans, some Arab countries and unfortunately, Pakistan. The
repercussions  of  which exist  till this very day in  Afghanistan.
Dear Participants, in Arabic they say “ The best of speeches are those that are concise,
meaningful and engaging”, so keeping with that spirit, with what has been said above, | would
like to touch upon the three topics given to this symposium today. Firstly, political stability and
security challenges in Afghanistan. | would like to clearly state that until and unless foreign

intervention ceases, we will neither have political stability nor security. Unfortunately, there
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exists great hypocrisy on the part of all the powers involved in Afghanistan. On one hand, they
claim that they are the champions of Democracy whilst on the other hand, they play with the
main concept of Democracy which is rule of the people, that rule of the people has been ignored
by the Americans and its allies in Afghanistan. Even with Presidents being elected and
Parliaments voted in, the pre-planned vote distribution gave the people governments that did not
represent them, a bogus government as a result of fraudulent elections. Due to those fake
elections, a cabinet was formed where all foreign stake holders sent their own pawns, so much so
that every minister would later be known for the country he represents with national interest
being the least important factor. All this ended up ranking Afghanistan as number two on the
International Corruption Perception Index, where fortunately now we have fallen down to fourth
spot.

In summary, for political stability, we need to eliminate foreign involvement in the political
process, also give the Afghan people the right to vote their own representatives through free, fair
and transparent elections. We will not be able to have a politically stable and secure country
unless we have an approach to the conflict on priority basis. In my humble opinion, it will be
self-deceptive to claim that we have an elected president, government, parliament or we were
able to have an election in Afghanistan until we give the reconciliation process number one

priority.

The Americans use the facade that is the government as an achievement of bringing liberty and
democracy to the country whereas the reality is very different. My proposal is that governments
should not be imposed or imported and peace and reconciliation should be given a chance so that
a consensus is developed among all Afghans which will naturallypave grounds for an inclusive,
representative and popular government. This would serve as a great nucleus to the stability
process and give birth to a constitution that complies with the belief and rich culture of

Afghanistan.

A real national unity government will bring security to the country. A mobocracy on the other
hand will always, like the current status quo have an army that represents them and defends them.

An army that lacks patriotism and has its triggers rented. A real national government will not face
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a desertion of almost 20,000 army personal in the span of six monthslike the case between
January and June of 2011, but would rather have bodies that defend the sovereignty of its own
ground for its own national interest. A poor country like Afghanistan has to make do with what it
has, and the National Army and Police should be structured such that an Afghan government
could afford to sustain it on its own accord. A sovereign Afghan state cannot afford a defense

budget of around ten billion dollars.

Afghanistan and Pakistan have longstanding historical relations; we have an almost 2.5 thousand
kilometers border shared with Pakistan, a common religion, culture and almost common
language. We have more commonalities with Pakistan compared to any other neighbor in the
region. Pakistan was and has been the host to millions of Afghan refugees for almost three
decades now, which has naturally led to a further intertwining of cultures and people. Any
disruption of the brotherly relations between the two would always be as a result of ill-intended
conspiracies from third parties or would be mere results of failures from governments of both
sides. India could never be a substitute for Pakistan to Afghanistan. Contrary to India, the
destinies of Pakistan and Afghanistan are interlinked. My prescription to the Pakistan and
Afghanistan good relations is; noninterference in the other’s affairs, respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity and to let go of their own strategic depth policies regarding each other. Both
countries should not opt for its friendly governments in the opposite countries. Put simply, we
should learn to love each other for who and what we are, rather than what we want them to be.

Afghanistan and Turkey’s partnership goes back centuries, they’re always ups and downs in
relations between countries but the relation between our two countries has always been consistent
and stable. The Afghan people still cherish the memories of the Ottoman Caliphate, and still
adhere to the leadership of Turkey. The new contemporary Turkey with its historic background
and noble stances regarding all issues in the Islamic belt, are the only proud Muslim nation to be
able to call out injustices committed by both Israel and the United States in the region. Also in the
economic arena, Turkey manages to represent a model of economic growth and stability that all
Muslim nations envy and want to follow. The wisdom that Turkey showed in being a non-

combatant party in NATO on Afghanistan soil, helping to build the nation and leaving behind
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infrastructure that will always be remembered. Keeping this recent history in mind, | believe that
Turkey could serve as a perfect non-party mediator to the reconciliation process of Afghanistan
and help give the Afghan nation one last gift, that of peace and prosperity.
Thank you for your time and you can always approach me or get my contact information to have

me entertain any further queries.
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Political Stability and Security Challenges in Afghanistan
Khalid RAHMAN
Director General - Institute of Policy Studies Pakistan

Country: Pakistan

Soviet Union attacked Afghanistan in 1979 and for the next over a decade; Afghanistan saw
Soviet backed governments in Kabul. There was little control of these governments outside the
capital as Mujahedeen, whose resistance remained active throughout the Soviet occupation,
enjoyed control in most parts of the country; yet the government’s control in Kabul was of
symbolic significance and its continuity in controlling it was projected as a sign of stability. Such
was the symbolic value of Kabul’s reign that the city endured fierce fighting between different
factions of Mujahedeen in 1990s for its occupation. The civil war that followed the emergence of
Taliban in 1995 also represented Kabul’s significance to assert political control over the whole
country. Indeed this was one of the reasons why Taliban, in spite of controlling majority of
Afghanistan, were not recognized by the world at large as legitimate Afghan government during
late1990s.

One of the challenges for the US led coalition, after occupying Afghanistan, was therefore to
create a conducive and enabling environment to run the state affairs smoothly by ensuring a
stable government in Kabul. Thus, the adoption of a constitution (in 2004'%) and consequently

sustaining a government in Kabul by holding the elections of Parliament® twice (September 2005

12 The current Afghan constitution was approved by the consensus in January 2004 after the 2003 Loya-Jirga.

3 The Parliament consists of two houses: the House of the People or Wolesi Jirga which consists of a maximum of
250 delegates, with at least 64 women delegates. It is elected directly on a provincial basis for five years. Second is
the House of Elders or Meshrano Jirga which consists of an unspecified number of local dignitaries and experts
appointed by provincial councils, district councils, and the president. The Wolesi Jirga makes and ratifies laws and
treaties, approves budget and actions of the president. Most of it requires subsequent approval by the Meshrano Jirga
as well. Parliament has considerable veto power over senior appointments and policies.
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and September 2010) and for the Presidency thrice (October 2004, 2009 and 2014) under this
constitution, regardless of a few allegations and controversies, may be regarded as an
achievement and a sign of stability in the given backdrop. Moreover since the constitution
empowers the President to nominate his cabinet, the governors of provinces and a host of other
positions, a large number of influential people in the society have developed stakes in the system.
This is also a factor of stability as these powerful groups and individuals, including former
warlords, tribal elites and Mujahideen leaders would like the system to carry on in order protecting
their own interests. Besides, another element that gives stability to the current setup is it’s across
the board recognition by the international community. Soviet backed regimes in 1980s, and

Mujahideen or Taliban governments in 1990s did not enjoy such worldwide acceptance.

Thus it can be said that the present dispensation in Kabul is relatively more stable than what we
have seen in the recent history of Afghanistan. This is however only one side of the picture.
Getting real control across the country and its maintenance and perseverance, while building on
the achievements of last fourteen years, is going to be an enormous task as the other side of the
picture does not appear very bright. While evaluating the ratings of Afghan lives, Gallup report
released in December 2014 stated: “Already the worst in the world in 2013, Afghans' ratings of
their lives declined even further in 2014. More than six in 10 Afghans evaluate their lives poorly
enough to be considered "suffering” -- the highest figure ever recorded for any country since
Gallup started tracking life evaluations in 2005. As in 2013, no Afghans rate their lives highly
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enough to be considered “thriving." This is how the data reflects the situation ** :

Six in 10 Afghans "Suffering " in 2014
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Seen in this backdrop there exist a number of factors to intimidate political stability,

sustainability and its efficacy.

First, the power-sharing agreement which, in the wake of post-election deadlock, was brokered
by the US Secretary of State, itself has set a bad example. Notably, while there was consensus
about fraud and rigging in the elections, the agreement has closed the door for any kind of probe
and accountability. This would have serious implications for any future elections and Afghans’
trust in any such process. Notably under the Afghan constitution the next parliamentary elections
were bound to be held before June 2015 but these have been postponed for a year'®. Also the
district council elections stipulated in the constitution, Article 140, have not taken place after

2001, mainly due to financial and security problems'®. Broad agreement is required on electoral

4 «Suffering in Afghanistan Hits Record High -- for Any Country” at http://www.gallup.com/poll/179897/suffering-
afghanistan-hits-global-record-high.aspx

'8 http://www.khaama.com/parliamentary-election-postponed-to-next-year-9361
18 https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/after-the-election-is-before-the-election-the-dilemma-with-the-2015-
parliamentary-vote-date/
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reforms which have also been committed in the political agreement of September 21, 2014 and
reiterated in London Conference in December 2014 to restore the confidence of the people. A
comprehensive approach, addressing, among others, institutional changes, parameters and
timelines and a reliable system of conducting the elections with voter identification mechanisms
for future elections, involving all stakeholders, is urgently needed. Indeed the issue of electoral
reforms, if not addressed wisely, has the potential of creating an impasse in view of the country’s

recent hostile past.

The sustainability and smooth running of the present unity government in Kabul is yet another
major issue related to the power-sharing agreement. The formula providing space for a position
of CEO in the government had no basis in the constitution. The constitutional amendment, which
would legitimize the whole process by creating a new position of CEO, is yet to take place. This
amendment, which would define the power equation between CEO and the President, may not be
an easy task given the divergent trajectories Ghani and Abdullah represent owing to their
different political backgrounds and support basis. Parliament, in such a situation, would be more
assertive making key decisions really difficult, just as it has behaved in case of ministers’
scrutiny; a consequence of which is that the cabinet is yet to be completed even after six months

of the presidential elections.

After three decades of war, the economy is in extremely poor condition. Poverty is common
throughout Afghanistan, particularly in rural areas, where according to the Gallup survey, 44%
respondents have had times in the past year when they didn’t have enough money to buy food for
themselves or their families. Response to the same question in urban areas (i.e. 32%) is also
alarming®’. Economy is largely dependent on foreign aid and foreign funded programs, and until
now, on the spending of the foreign forces who were stationed in the country and their operatives;

thus the foreign factor has played an important role in generating the bulk of Afghanistan’s GDP

7 http://www.gallup.com/poll/179897/suffering-afghanistan-hits-global-record-high.aspx
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over the last decade. To what extent this factor would continue to remain in play is uncertain®®.
Failure in developing and implementing an economic agenda that will create a positive future for
Afghanistan by targeting poverty, providing resources for social sectors, creating jobs for a
rising number of educated youth and skilled labor, accommodating returning refugees,

stimulating industry, business and trade, etc. are some of the challenges threatening the stability.

Good governance is both an indicator as well as a factor of a stable government and political
system. It increases confidence of the people in the system and thus provides a well needed
support for the stability and sustainability. Corruption, in this regard, is an extremely important
issue in Afghanistan. It has, on one hand, denied assistance to the people in accessing the
governmental services across Afghanistan and, on the other, has weakened not only the civil
administration but also the Afghan military and police, which in turn is playing a direct role in
driving increased resistance/insurgency in many parts of the country. The issue has an external
dimension as well; it negatively influences the foreign aid and investment which is so crucial for
providing stability to today’s Afghanistan. Interestingly, ‘the fight against corruption” was one of
the most widely used slogans during the presidential election campaign of both Ghani and
Abdullah and they continue to show their resolve in this regard. Nevertheless, in the last six
months since the formation of the Unity Government, any significant development in eradicating

corruption and enhancing accountability is yet to be seen.

Another connected issue is that of Narcotics. It needs not be stressed that chaos and instability
makes a heaven-like situation for drug Mafias and augments all kinds of criminal activities as it
undermines the rule of law. It’s a pity that production and trafficking of drugs, which was
reduced almost to zero level (185 tons in 2001)*°, has risen to staggering heights; according to a
United Nations’ annual survey released in November 2014, “opium cultivation set a record in

2014, increasing by an impressive 7 percent year-over-year and up nearly 50 percent from 2012.

18 As of July 2012, the international community pledged USD 119 billion for security and development of
Afghanistan, but disbursed USD 70 billion in support of projects and
programs.http://mfa.gov.af/Content/files/Development%20Cooperation%20Report%20-%202012.pdf

19 http://ww.unodc.org/documents/afghanistan/Counter Narcotics/The Opium_Economy _in_Afghanistan -
2003.pdf
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Afghanistan presently produces 80 percent of the world’s heroin which provides billions of
dollars in illicit profits for the powerful drug Mafia”.?® The total area under opium poppy
cultivation in Afghanistan was estimated at 224,000 hectares in 2014.%" And ironically this has
happened despite the presence of highly trained and resourceful 140,000% coalition troops during
last few years. It is not a secret that Drug Mafias are transnational and operate in networks. A
recent report by UN released on February 10, 2015 is noteworthy in this regard; according to
which “the U.N. Committee has examined specific cases of cooperation between organized crime
syndicates, notably by groups involved in kidnapping for ransom, in the production of and trade
in narcotics and in the illegal exploitation of natural resources in Afghanistan”. The report also
stresses: "This trend has consequences for peace and security in Afghanistan as it encourages
those within the Taliban movement who have the greatest economic incentives, to oppose any
meaningful process of reconciliation with the new [Afghan] Government".?® A comprehensive
strategy is needed to address the issue, else the stability —outside Kabul- would remain a dream.

This brings us to the issue of security and the challenges linked with it. Reports suggest that
resistance by Taliban is not only continuing but even rising both in numbers, intensity and
diversity. As stated by Washington Post in one of its stories “in Iraq, the U.S. withdrawal
coincided with a reduction in violence. Here, the bloodshed is rising. Last year, there were more
civilian and security-force deaths than in any year since the U.S.-led intervention ousted the
Taliban government in 2001”.%* In yet another story published in Washington Post on February
13, titled: “As the U.S. mission winds down, Afghan insurgency grows more complex”, it has
been highlighted that Taliban are extending their presence even in northern parts of Afghanistan

by adopting somewhat different strategies.

20 hitp://www.counterpunch.org/2014/11/14/afghan-opium-production-hits-all-time-high/

2! hitp://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghan-opium-survey-2014.pdf

%2 The number of US service personnel in Afghanistan peaked at about 101,000 in 2011, taking full Nato force
numbers to about 140,000. See, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11371138

2 http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?ctl=Details&tabid=12254&mid=15756 &ltemI D=38567

2% http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/as-the-us-mission-winds-down-afghan-insurgency-grows-
more-complex/2015/02/12/99eab761-d5f0-4046-86ee-7e757b65dd01_story.html

% http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/as-the-us-mission-winds-down-afghan-insurgency-grows-
more-complex/2015/02/12/99eah761-d5f0-4046-86ee-7e757b65dd01_story.html
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11371138
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?ctl=Details&tabid=12254&mid=15756&ItemID=38567
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/as-the-us-mission-winds-down-afghan-insurgency-grows-more-complex/2015/02/12/99eab761-d5f0-4046-86ee-7e757b65dd01_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/as-the-us-mission-winds-down-afghan-insurgency-grows-more-complex/2015/02/12/99eab761-d5f0-4046-86ee-7e757b65dd01_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/as-the-us-mission-winds-down-afghan-insurgency-grows-more-complex/2015/02/12/99eab761-d5f0-4046-86ee-7e757b65dd01_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/as-the-us-mission-winds-down-afghan-insurgency-grows-more-complex/2015/02/12/99eab761-d5f0-4046-86ee-7e757b65dd01_story.html
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Ghani in his address to the Council on Foreign Relations in New York highlighted another
important dimension in this regard when he said: "Afghanistan's problems are not confined
within the geography of Afghanistan. We are dealing with a changed ecology of terrorism...". He
further said: "Without understanding terrorism as a system where both symbiotic and competitive
relationships take place, we are not going to understand the full dimensions of security. The state
system is a chain. When links are severed and when several links break simultaneously, the risk
to the rest of the system increases, so we are faced with new threats because of the collapse of

Syria, because of the collapse of Irag, the collapse of Yemen. This needs to be appreciated."?

On the other hand there are issues about the capacity, capability and costs of maintaining the
Afghan security forces. While bulk of the Coalition troops have now left Afghanistan and those
(around 13000) who would remain stationed in Afghanistan only have a supportive role,
“casualties, desertion and other issues have left the Afghan National Army the smallest it has
been since 20117%. Even in 2014 “the total number of troops dropped by 8.5 percent, from

184,839 in February 2014 to 169,203 personnel in November of that year”.28

In this overall scenario, the national reconciliation and involving all Afghan stake holders in the
process is extremely important in order to ensure peace and a genuinely sustainable security
environment. Though there appears to be some realization (and some preliminary
communications as well) in this direction?®, nothing in actual seems to have been achieved on

ground until now.

Understandably, the task is not easy; particularly when Taliban feel they have succeeded in
defeating and sending back the most powerful and resourceful country in the world along with its
coalition partners. Logically they find it much easier to continue fighting with less equipped and
less resourceful local forces. They also know that their job is to continue resisting and create
instability which, in the given Afghanistan situation, is not a difficult task. But then there is an

?® http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/18782-ghani-discusses-taliban-threat-afghan-development-in-new-
york
27 http://www.stripes.com/news/casualties-desertions-spike-as-afghan-forces-take-lead-1.332504
28 s

ibid
# such as opening of a political office by Taliban in Qatar, their communication with the US authorities, recent visit
by one of their delegation to China and their recent meetings with Pakistani establishment on the subject.
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element of fatigue as well and pressures from within, by some Taliban sections, to go for
reconciliation and translate the successes-so-far into some tangible gains. Engaging them at this

stage, with an open mind, would help opening new ways and opportunities.

With China on board, Pakistan playing its role and the blessings of the U.S, things should start
taking some positive shape. Reportedly Daniel Feldman, US Special Representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan, was on an unannounced visit to Islamabad to discuss the issue of
talks®. Earlier in late February, a delegation from the Taliban’s political office in Qatar had
reportedly visited Islamabad where it met with Pakistan’s Army leaders. Nevertheless, since no
practical steps - such as the venue of the talks, any particular office or individuals, or some
commission for conducting the talks - have been taken as yet, it might take even longer for
anything tangible to happen.

There are a few other (now very well-known) obstacles as well which need a creative and out of
box solution by all the stakeholders. Most important among them is the issue of foreign troops.
Since the beginning, Taliban’s conditions for negotiations included the total withdrawal of
foreign troops from Afghanistan, whereas Ashraf Ghani, during his recent visit to Washington,
persuaded for slowing down the withdrawal process while US also agreed for it, thus ensuring
larger number of troops staying for a longer term. While continued stay of 5000 additional non-
combatant troops would not make any significant difference on the country’s security situation,
the development has only complicated the situation further as far as environment for the dialogue

is concerned.

Other issue is related to the constitution; while Ghani has publically spoken in favor of dialogue,
he insists Taliban to endorse the Afghan Constitution. Taliban, on the other hand, insist imposing
Islamic law and therefore are not ready to embrace the constitution in its present form. Respect
for human rights, particularly women's rights, and more generally, preserving the gains (political
arrangement) of the past 14 years, are also included in Ghani’s agenda but these do not really

seem so controversial and may be sorted out once a dialogue process gets started. It, however,

Ohttp://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/12/us-afghanistan-taliban-talks-idUSKBNOM81A720150312
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needs to be realized that in protracted conflict situations, such as Afghanistan, preconditions do
not serve the purpose; initiation of a dialogue process should itself be seen as an initial and

primary objective.

In the given context, a recently reported statement (March 30) by the members of Afghan High
Peace Council (HPC) was encouraging to note, stating that Afghan government and the Taliban
would come to the negotiation table "without any preconditions.”, and that "There has been an
agreement over the framework; first both the sides would lead the talks freely and in a peaceful
environment in Afghanistan, and secondly none of them would come for negotiations with any
precondition”.** One hopes that the spirit will be followed in various ongoing communications in

this regard to build a really conducive environment.

In the regional context, the role of Iran and neighboring Central Asian countries is also important
while considering any strategy to improve the security situation, as ups and downs during the last
35 years has made Afghanistan an issue that is affecting the whole region at large; terrorism,
militancy, extremism, drug trafficking, arms smuggling, and border management and migration
issues, etc. are but a few manifestation of this phenomenon. Another important and related issue
is that of repatriation and settlement of refugees. The largest number of Afghan refugees™ are
living in Pakistan and in view of a number of political, social and economic constraints,
Islamabad wants them to go back®. Tripartite communications between Pakistan, Afghanistan
and UNHCR are underway since long but a sustainable solution still seems far away®*. UNHCR
representative, in one of the recent press briefings, admitted that “The UN agency is not asking
for extension after extension for PoR card holders because it does not provide durable solution.
Yes we are negotiating with the authorities to allow refugees to return safely and with dignity

after expiry of the last date”.>> While resettlement of any number of repatriated refugees would

31 http://outlookafghanistan.net/national detail.php?post id=11893#sthash.wgh5nHPj.dpuf

%2 More than 1.5 million registered and an even greater number is living in Pakistan without registration.
% “Head of the UNHCR sub-office Peshawar says Pakistani authorities had been insisting for the repatriation of
registered Afghans, whose Proof of Registration (PoR) cards would expire after December 31, 2015.” Dawn April,
15, 2015.
3 Dawn April, 15, 2015. “UNHCR in a dilemma over Afghan’s Repatriation”
35 -y

ibid
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be a challenge for the Afghan government, the issue can always effect Pakistan Afghanistan

relations.

Dealing with the regional dimension of the security situation also needs to be seen in the context
of UN role. Looking back, one finds that while the UN has remained a part of overall decision
making, it has not really been in a genuinely leading role, which is so important in a conflict that
involves stakes of so many countries. Would it be possible for the apex international body to

assert its role and take the driving seat in the matter in coming days?

Indeed it’s a big question mark, yet for a sustainable and lasting solution to all such issues a fairer

global system is the answer, all concerned need to work for which.
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Turkey’s Role on Ensuring Peace and Welfare in Afghanistan
Mohammad Akbar BARUKZAI,
Former Minister of Mines & Petroleum

Country: Afghanistan

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful,

Despite of any direct territorial borders, Turkey and Afghanistan relationship is from 100 years
back. The both country’s interest to each other is based on the similarities of culture and history

they shared.

Overall, culture arguments occupy a large share in the Turkish dispute on Afghanistan. Almost
any commentary by a Turkish official or analyst starts with a reference to the brotherly ties and
deep friendship that exists between the two countries, and moves on to argue that Turkey is under
a historic responsibility to assist Afghanistan in its difficult times. Indeed, following the singing
of bilateral agreement at the time of Turkish War of Independence in 1921, the Afghan-Turk
Eternal Friendship Agreement of 1928 underscored the spirit of the relations in subsequent
decades. In Addition, the presence of ethnic Uzbek, Turkmen, and other Turkic communities in

the country forms yet another dimension to the cultural affinity between the two nations.

Turkey supported the young Afghan state, by sending advisors and assisting the formation of
state institutions. At the same time, the shared Islamic culture is another element that undergirds

the bilateral relationship.

The Afghan-Turk relation was fueled further while Turkey support the Mujahiddin during the
war against the Soviet Union. In addition, Turkey supported the Afghan refugees and shift the

migrants from Pakistan to Istanbul.
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Furthermore, the Afghan and Turkish as good intimate had a golden opportunity to applause this
friendship literally on 2001. During the bone conference, Turkey took the responsibility against
its old intimate country Afghanistan and committed for continues logistical services support and
joined NATO as noncombat member. Additionally, Turkey took the lead of NATO whilst Mr.
Hikmet Cetin was appointed as first General’s Senior Civilian Representative in Afghanistan who

served two terms until August 2006.

Due to great interest of former Afghan President Hamid Karzai in contrast to Turkey, Turkey
with the assistance of its forces as NATO member and Turkey’s Cooperation and Coordination
Agency (TIKA) has always been stood to its strong committed for supporting the people and

government of Afghanistan.

Lately, the Afghan-Turk relation was reinvigorated whilst President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani inaugurated a road built west of Kabul with the financial
assistance of Turkey. Besides, with his visit on October 18, Erdogan became the first Turkish
president and first Muslim leader to visit Afghanistan in five last decades. Likewise, it showcased

the long-standing relationship between these two countries.

Peace is the ultimate wish of every individual living in Afghanistan. It will be a long fight against
terrorism, defeat is not an option, and we should win and Taliban, ISIL and other terrorist

organizations should lose at any territory in this world.

Turkey with its participation in NATO deployment in Afghanistan and sending noncombatant
troops has won the hearts and minds of the authorities and the people of Afghanistan. Although,
Turkish troops has not attended any battle in Afghanistan but this does not mean that they have

not sacrificed their beloved life’s and blood to bring peace to the people of Afghanistan.
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If we look at past decade, Turkey has practiced most successfully its foreign policies in

Afghanistan and on its NATO allies.

Turkey had been involved in the Afghan peace process to some extent as it had established a
trilateral mechanism with Kabul and Islamabad. As a result, the first trilateral meeting between
the three countries was held in 2007 at a time when the relationship between Pakistan and
Afghanistan has reached its lowest point. However, the Turkish leadership succeeded in

providing Pakistani and Afghan leaders a chance to hold talks.

There are various factors of Turkey’s presences after NATO’s mission completed in Afghanistan,
such combined and shared Islamic cultures, forge of old friendships, prompt humanitarian
assistance on several occasions for instance the late avalanches of Panjshir province, peace talks
between Afghanistan with Pakistan; and Pakistan with India, strong military and financial
abilities in both the Asian and European Union, solid weight of discussions and peace talks in

world security and economic forums.

Thus the other symptom of Turkey presences in Afghanistan is based on one of the Framework
Nations that will serve in Afghanistan in the post 2014 era with the end of the ISAF mission and
the beginning of the new NATO mission called Resolute Support Mission (RSM), which is to

train, advice and assist the Afghanistan National Security Forces (ANSF).

The Afghan people are awaiting superfluous assistance from Turkey and to tie up this decent

relation to benefit both nations in their future generations.

Turkey has presented more than hundreds scholarships to Afghan students at Turkish Universities
yet. Precisely, this has caused to share and learn the parallel cultures and histories to forge this

deep-rooted relation. Undoubtedly by offering scholarships, vocational trainings especially
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training of Afghan National Police and Army will have a great impact for the empowerment of

Afghans to take the charge of its country and stand on their own feet.

Afghans strongly believe Turkey could play a crucial role in improving the relationship between
Afghanistan and Pakistan; that is why Turkey’s presence is importance to Afghanistan
economically and politically. Turkey should encourage Pakistan to develop constructive and
positive cooperation for a sustainable and a peaceful Afghanistan not only for its neighboring

countries but in the region too indeed.

Another aspect that Turkey could play an essential part in peace and prosperity in Afghanistan is
due to building of hospitals, schools, roads, bridges, and water channels which have won the
hearts of the Afghan people. They are a result of this different approach and arise within the
framework of a belief that Afghanistan should be run by Afghans. The Afghanistan that Turkey
strives for is the one that will come after 2014. It aims to ensure that there is no return to civil war
and is designed to create a basis which ensures that the capacity of the Afghan state is great

enough to ensure lasting stability.

One other important aspect which deserves to be thought about is that Turkish soldiers there have
not carried out a single attack in Afghanistan, and the Turkish soldiers that died lost their lives in
a helicopter accident; because the reasons for the Turkish presence there differentiate it from the
other countries and are focused on the reconstruction of Afghanistan. To this end, Turkey has
trained more than one thousand Afghan soldiers over the last decade as well as several thousand
Afghan police officers. It has attached special importance to creating the security infrastructure

necessary to ensure that Afghanistan does not sink into chaos after 2014.

Conclusions and Suggestions
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To conclude why and how Turkey’s support and presences have a great impact for a stabilized
and peaceful Afghanistan in the region | personally suggested, reasoned and believe due to

following (5) major points:
1. Training of Afghan National Army and Support them Logistically

Turkey has and outstanding military institutes, ability and power not only in the central Asia but
almost comparing to western and Europeans countries. As Turkey have been training Afghan
National Police. | believe if Turkey offers these trainings to the maximum possible level and
double or triple the education of Afghan National Police in each batch and or year. And do more
logistical support and provide Afghanistan with armed machineries and equipment with the help
of its international partners. Certainly, this will have a great impact where Afghan National Army
will stand on their own feet and turns Afghanistan to a more civilized, peaceful, and sustainable

and stabilized country in the region.
2. Host Peace Talks with Pakistan

As Turkey was the initiative of the 2007 bilateral peace discussion between Afghanistan-Pakistan
and Turkey. Afghans believe that by hosting such discussions, Turkey as a great symbol of
Muslim countries will succeed to turn Pakistan to a peaceful and great neighbor for Afghanistan.
This will have a positive effect on almost all the factors between these three countries such as

economic and trade, security, foreign policy and exchange of expertise in the future.
3. Scholarships and Supports to Education Sector

Afghans consider that only military struggle is not enough to assure security and stability in
Afghanistan. That is what Turkey proved by helping more in the social educational, and culture
areas rather than military side in Afghanistan. Therefore, education plays an important role after

security to countries like Afghanistan. At the moment the number of scholarships offered by
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Turkey to Afghanistan is not sufficient as the individual demands for graduate and post graduate
are a lot. On the other hand, only offering scholarship in the field of management, economy and
public policy is not satisfactory or may not be needed as we need to use and learn from the
massive experience and competent universities of Turkey in the field of engineering, medical,
mining, technology, Jewelry Technology and Design, Applied Sciences, law, theology, physical
education and sports, political science and others, We need Turkey’s further support and

partnership with all the faculties of Afghanistan Universities.
4. Invest in Afghanistan

Afghanistan is a rich country in terms of fresh fruits, dry fruits, carpet and knitting, mining, gas
and petroleum, precious stones, marble, sesame, agriculture and others. Therefore, Turkey should
encourage and supports both turkey government and private companies and institutions to invest
in almost all the above mentioned sectors in Afghanistan. Moreover to establish textile,
refineries, and other factories on most of the sectors required based on time. This will provide
thousands of job opportunities, increase Afghan capacity building and will raise up both Turkey

and Afghanistan’s economy indeed.
5. Infrastructure and Rural Development

Both Infrastructure and Rural Development has a directly impact on the life of civilians, the
entrepreneurs and stakeholders. Rural development is the process of improving the quality of life
and economic well-being of people living relatively isolated and sparsely populated areas. The
need for rural communities to approach development from a wider perspective has created more
focus on broad range of development goals rather than merely creating incentive for agriculture
or resources based business. Education, entrepreneurship, physical infrastructure, and social

infrastructure all play an important role in developing rural parts of a country. Where
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infrastructure refers to the fundamental facilities and systems serving a country, including the

services and facilities necessary for its economy to function.

Undoubtedly, in assisting in rural development and building of roads, bridges, tunnels, water
supply sewers, electrical grids, and telecommunications; Turkey will enables, sustain, or enhance
societal living conditions for Afghanistan where Turkey will not only open a new page and new

history and a new Afghanistan to the region only but to the world exactly.

In short, Turkey’s international commitments, its contributions to global peace and its will to
resolve global problems are the essential reasons why it is presence is important after NATO

withdrawal in Afghanistan.

We hope and look for continued support and assistance from Turkey who is a great symbol

among Islamic countries and deep-rooted friend of Afghanistan now, in the future, and always.
Long live Afghan-Turk friendship.
Thank you very much for the kind attention.
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Ways to Strengthen Political Stability and to Overcome Security Challenges in Afghanistan
Sayed Agha Hussain SANCHARAKY

Senior Cultural and Social Advisor

Chief Executive Office, Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Country: Afghanistan

In the Name of Allah
Dear Chairman!

Dear Participants!
Brothers and Sisters!

Allow me first to present my greetings and those of the leadership of the Government of Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan to each of you, and extend my gratitude to South-Asian Research
Center-Istanbul and organizers of this important conference and their warm hospitality, especially

towards Afghan invitees.
Dear Chairman! Dear Audience!

Following several decades of conflict, violence and crisis, Afghanistan is now in a critical and
fateful stage. Complete withdrawal of foreign troops by the end of 2016 while essential
institutions of the government are not functioning in a robust manner, and a number of challenges
continue to threaten stability and security in the country, has led many inside and outside
Afghanistan to wonder, not without some concern, if Afghanistan will be able to maintain
stability and security on a national level after the withdrawal of these forces, and if it will be able
to successfully meet the numerous challenges of state-building, nation-building and institution-

building, or rather it will be stalled in this process by difficult and intractable problems?

Before starting on the main topic, I’d like to make a few remarks on what political stability

means and how it is understood by political experts and sociologists. Political stability is usually
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defined as continuity of a political system, without major upheavals and transformations. In
political science, instability is seen as involving interruption in the system, and occurrence of a
series of destabilizing events, while stability would be circumstances where no destabilizing

events or behaviors, including conflict, violence, coup, riot, etc arise.

One of important factors contributing to political instability is the failure of the government to
fulfill its functions, and failing to involve different groups of the society in making far-reaching
national and political decisions. It’s obvious that when a government does not respond to real and
legitimate public demands, or those voiced by the civil society which acts as a linkage between
the people and the government, and when government performance runs counter to these
demands, dissatisfaction will increase to alarming levels, and the social environment will be ripe

for unrest and violence to emerge. Political instability is bound to follow.

Of course, political instability has various and complex reasons, and it may take peaceful or
violent forms. A number of researchers also believe that some shakeups in the government
cabinet or a replacement of the head of executive body may give rise to instability across the
country. Just like contributing factors to political stability are diverse, their role and importance
may differ in each country and may depend to some extent on how much a country is developed
or undeveloped. In a wide range of developed nations, democracy and high levels of public
engagement in politics, particularly in elections is considered a stabilizing factor, while in other

countries, talking about democracy, elections and political participation may cause instability.

As a third world nation, Afghanistan which has risen out of ashes and ruins of more than thirty
years of conflict and violence, now faces serious challenges in areas of security and political
stability; These challenges originate, above all, from an entrenched culture of violence in the
Afghan society which has gone through decades-long intense bloody wars, and has suffered from
foreign invasion and imposed conflicts. During the last 15 years, despite all shortcomings and
setbacks, Afghanistan has taken long steps towards state-building, recovering from war wrecks,
and promoting a culture of democracy. Recent accomplishments in political, social, cultural and
economic spheres and in rehabilitation of infrastructures have been remarkable, but political

stability and security are two areas which are still highly problematic, particularly the issue of
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security which is a great concern for Afghan citizens, and which affects many aspects of public

life, especially nation-wide growth and progress.

There have been various other causes for the continuation of insecurity; religious extremism has
helped fuel the insecurities. Poisonous and dangerous ideas have been promoted among
susceptible and gullible people, and means to exercise violent acts and to give vent to their
zealous anger have been provided for these elements in a planned manner, and as a result,

innumerable deep traumas and wounds have been inflicted upon ordinary Afghan people.

Ongoing conflict will not only cost thousands of innocent lives in Afghanistan, but will also slow
down the process of rehabilitation and re-empowering national institutions, and will pose serious
barriers for the development in the country; However despite all these problems and threats,
Afghanistan is now in a far better position than ten years ago to protect recent political
accomplishments and its stability and security, and it is more prepared to implement and
complete its national programs; Afghan security forces are stronger and more experienced for
dealing with possible threats and dangers, and Afghan political and civil society has thrived
significantly.

All stumbling blocks on the way to political stability in Afghanistan cannot be discussed here. I’d
like to point out in short to the promising prospects that have opened up for Afghan people. You
all know that given its complicated aspects, tensions and disagreements over the results of last-
year elections (2014) could have turned into a deep crisis across the country, but foresight of
political leaders and establishment of a National Unity Government while the electoral tensions
and public anxiety were in full swing, proved to be a wise means to break the dead-end in
elections. This eased concerns among the public and our international partners. The initiative
showed that responsible approach, combined with rationality and understandings of over-arching
national interests have increased to admirable extents among Afghan politicians. The National
Unity Government which includes almost all political capacities of the country has adopted a vast
realistic program to overcome the problem of political instability and putting an end to violence. |

will try to explain to touch up the main points of this program, in the following lines.
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Given that the issues of stability and security have inseparable ties with economic, political and
social issues on the one hand, and with the culture and public opinions in the society on the other
hand, the National Unity Government has decided to focus, at the same time, on several crucial

and essential areas:
1- Signing Security Pact with USA and NATO

As you may already know, the new leadership of Afghan government signed in its second
working day, the Security Pact with USA on Sep. 30", 2014 and also a security pact with NATO.
These pacts provide that after US and NATO combat forces withdraw from Afghanistan, the
process of training and equipping Afghan security forces will continue. Therefore international

community is firmly committed to maintaining stability and security in Afghanistan.
2- Improving Afghan Foreign Relations on Regional and International Levels

In the framework of the Afghan “five-circle foreign policy”, our country made enormous efforts
to improve its relations with neighboring countries, and took practical steps to remove tensions
and obscurities in bilateral and multilateral relations. Frequent visits by leaders of National Unity
Government to nations in the region, and lucid and explicit elaboration of issues with them are
worthy of mention here. The National Unity Government firmly believes that dangers of violent
extremism, terrorism, drug trafficking, and organized crimes pose threats not only to
Afghanistan, but also to the entire region and to some extent the world. Uprooting terrorism

demands a regional and global resolve, and honest cooperation between all nations of the region.
3- Reconciliation with Armed Opposition

The National Unity Government recognizes the peace as a real and crucial necessity, and
welcomes any dialogue with armed opposition groups. Fortunately there are indications of
ongoing political and security changes in the region which may prove to be beneficial for peace
and reconciliation; some external proponents of extremist groups are having a second look at
their policies; Extremism, with its violent and disastrous consequences have bounced back on its

proponents and initiators. Extremist movements gradually come to recognize that terror and
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spreading fear is not powerful enough to block the way for new and fundamental changes, and

their heinous acts will only lead to their further isolation.

The National Unity Government has received messages and indications which are encouraging
and promising for fruitful peace negotiations. But my belief is that a number of essential steps

have to be taken in order for establishment of fair and sustainable peace in the country:

a. Armed opposition groups need to have their real representatives around the negotiation
table;

b. They need to abandon violence and violent means to achieve their political ends;

c. Once negotiations are under way, a national cease-fire needs to be put in place, so that the
ability of the negotiating team to exert control on the armed groups under their leadership
can be ascertained;

d. United Nations needs to supervise the negotiation process;

e. Fundamental values of a democratic regime, civil values, democracy, human rights, women
rights and freedom of expression should not be up for negotiations, under any
circumstances. These should be respected and accepted by all parties of the negotiations;

Democracy and open political environment create equal opportunities for all citizens of the
country. We Afghans must now have learnt through bitter experience that conflict and violence
have not solved the problem of political power in the country. The unique means to achieve
legitimacy and to ensure political stability is winning the public vote.

| should express my gratitude to all countries who are friends of Afghanistan, particularly
Turkey, China, Japan, European Union, some of Islamic nations in Arab world, and especially
relevant here, South-Asian Research Center-Istanbul for their efforts and assistance for
promoting fair and sustainable peace in Afghanistan.

4- Reforms in Electoral System

Democracy is not an unprecedented phenomenon in Afghanistan; we have had some brushes with
it during several periods in our history, but the new political system in Afghanistan is founded
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upon modern democracy. Recent political leadership of the country have been formed through
public voting in several consequent elections, and public role and decision has been the single
major determining factor in shaping political leadership. Elections-related events of late and
problems arising thereof go to show more clearly the importance of healthy transparent elections.
Being first-hand witnesses of developments and events occurring during the last three decades
and particularly those in the last fifteen years, Afghan people have gained highly valuable
political insights, and have come to recognize the important role they can play in choosing the
political leadership of their country. Healthy transparent elections is a foundation of political
stability in the country. For this reason, leaders of the National Unity Government, acting on their
commitment to Afghan nation, have established a Commission for Reforms in Electoral System,
comprising of experienced figures and experts in legal and elections matters. This Commission is
tasked with preparing a complete package of suggestions for bringing reforms in the electoral
system, including in legislation and management structures. It will work under the supervision of
the Chief Executive of Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, and will provide its
suggested mechanism for improving and reforming the national elections system to cabinet
through the Chief Executive office for approval. In addition to this, a Constitutional Reform
Commission is planned to be established for the purpose of removing some defects and replacing
the current presidential system with a parliamentary one. The parliamentary system has a history
in Afghanistan; it is more compatible with varied structure of Afghan society and provides wider
flexibility.

5- Fighting Corruption, and Reforms in the Judicial System

Corruption is a serious problem in Afghanistan, and the judicial system suffers from problems
which have resulted in public dissatisfaction, violation of public rights, and widespread
estrangement from the regime. Immediate measures to combat corruption, prompt legal action in
Kabul Bank case, and sacking a number of civil and security officials on the grounds of their
involvement with corruption and bribery are good examples of strong will of the leadership of the
National Unity Government in this regard. It is evident that corruption has complex aspects, and

is linked with various other issues/problems such as poverty, unemployment and a missing
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system of efficient audit and supervision in the civil service. All these aspects are dealt with in

appropriate ways in the agenda of the government.
6- Focus on Solving Economic Problems

Formal and informal figures both indicate awfully high levels of poverty and unemployment in
Afghanistan. A vast unemployed young population can be a significant source of risks for the
country. Recognizing economic problems and the scope of poverty and unemployment, the
National Unity Government has adopted plans for agriculture modernization, promotion of
industries and exploitation of natural resources. It also aims to support domestic and foreign
investments, and to provide favorable business conditions through supporting domestic producers

and business community.
7- Engaging Political Parties and Civil Society in Consultations and National Decisions

In a democratic system, political parties represent the demands and aspirations of the public; civil
society acts as a bridge between the public and the government. Facilitating the participation of
political parties and civil society in consultations and decision-makings of national scale will
strengthen legitimacy and credibility of the government, and will help remove possible

obscurities and illusions in relation to decisions and performance of the government.
8- Promoting a Culture of Moderation and Preventing Extremist and Radical Activities

There is nothing as fatal and harmful as unleashed extremism and radicalism for a Islamic
society; Islam is a religion of moderation and middle way. Taking extreme sides, take us away
from the essential path of religion and righteousness. Islamic nations in general, and Afghanistan
in particular need to attempt at redefining human and social values espoused by the religion, and
use the excellent life of Prophet Mohammad as a role model for an enriched ethics for Muslims.
Promoting a culture of moderation and institutionalizing civil values of Islam will help decrease
the appeal of any religious extremism, and will contribute to strengthen a spirit of tolerance and
religious kindness. Fortunately the National Unity Government has developed measures to this

end.

9- Good, Efficient and Responsive Governance
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Fundamental principles of good governance include respect for human rights, women rights, rule
of law, open political space, participation, tolerance, accountability, transparency, efficiency and
effectiveness. Good governance also involves following an active policy of inclusiveness and

mutual acceptance.

The National Unity Government is honored that Afghanistan has now a robust and thriving civil
society with a voice both inside and outside the country, parties and media which are free in their
operations and who monitor government performance in earnest. The National Unity
Government learns from civil society, media and parties, and respect and take consideration of
their opinions. It aims at maintaining constructive communications and relationships with these

institutions.

In conclusion of my article, I'd like to point out that prospects for stability and security in
Afghanistan are not so worrisome and obscure, as some may be concerned; we see a brighter
future ahead of the country; we trust our capabilities and potentialities, and we are certain that
friends of Afghanistan across the region and the wider world will never leave us alone on the path
to regaining our abilities.
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